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INTRODUCTION. 


& p95 preſent Charity derives its hum- 

ble commencement from a Sermon 
preached at Charlotte Chapel, Pimlico, 
and at Bedford Chapel, Bloomſbury, in 
the month of February, 1772. 

To afford relief for the miſeries of thoſe 
unfortunate perſons, who are cruelly ſe- 
cluded from ſociety by impriſonment for in- 
conſiderable debts, was a. powerful claim 
upon the Preacher's humanity. It had ſtruck 
his own mind with the deepeſt compaſſion, 
and his arguments therefore failed not to 
communicate and impreſs the like tender 
8 9 upon his reſpective audiences. The 
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collection then made amounted to ei 
one pounds and one ſhilling. A general ap- 
probation of the idea was declared; and 
a ſet of Gentlemen readily formed them- 
ſelves into a Committee, to ſearch out pro- 
per objects, and diſtribute donations with 
the utmoſt ceconomy. 

The diſtreſs and extreme wretchedneſs 
to which they were eye-witneſſes, on viſit- 
ing the ſeveral gaols of the metropolis, 

ſtrongly aftected their ſenſibility; and the 
more ſo, as it was ſoon found that many 
other objects ſtill remained undiſ harged, 
without the means of relief. They deter- 
mined therefore to give the Public an ac- 
count of their proceedings, in hopes that it 
might operate as an incitement to help for. 
ward ſo humane a purpoſe ; and thus en- 
able them to accompliſh their wiſhes on 
a more extenſive ſcale. 

Accordingly, in April 1772, they ad- 
veitiſed a report, ſpecifying the manner in 
which they had expended the bounty of a 


few individuals; and © that with four/core 
pounds, 
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pounds, they had happily releaſed hirty- 
four priſoners ; moſt of whom had large fa- 
milies, and appeared to be worthy and 
uſeful members of ſociety : Some of them 
were confined only for their fees, and the 
debts of others the Committee compound- 
ed upon the beſt terms they could. They 
expreſſed a great regret at the thought of 
leaving behind them various other impri- 
ſoned ſuppliants ; nineteen of whom ap- 
peared to be the greateſt objects of com- 
paſſion, and might all be diſcharged for 
leſs than one hundred pounds; and of the 
reſt many were evidently ſuch as well de- 
ſerved to ſhare the mercy of the Public, if 
it were poſlible, by future contributions, ta 


extend that bleſſing to them.“ 


Their views were inſtantly ſeconded by 

a liberal and well-diſpoſed Public. Tuey 
ſoon found themſelves enabled to reach out 
the hand of pity to a very large number of 
miſerable ſufferers in confinement ; and 
early in May 177 3,—within fifteen months 
from the commencement of the undertak- 
A 2 ings 
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ing, the following was publiſhed as their 
GENERAL AccounT, May 12, 1773. 
Z - 3 
Beneſactions to this day — 2922 11 10 
Diſburſements, to diſcharge 
986 priſoners —— 2892 19 4 
Leaving in their hands a — 
Balance of — 29 12 6 


In the earlieſt infancy of their Plan, the 
Committee were hardly ſanguine enough 
to expect ſo liberal an encouragement, and 
therefore did not at firſt take an accurate 
account of the Wives and Children of the 


Priſoners releaſed. However, from an in- 


ſpection of their books, it appears, that at 
the period in queſtion, to the 986 Priſoners 
above mentioned as diſcharged, there be- 
longed 566 Wives, and 2389 Children; 
making in all 3941 ſouls, eſſentially reliev- 
ed by means of the public humanity. 

Far the greater number of objects releaſed 
were Maniufa&urers, Seamen and Labour- 
ers, whoſe uſefulneſs, long cut off from 

exerciſe 
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exerciſe by confinement, was thus reſtored 
to the community. 'The Charity, of courſe, 
was found to claim a ſerious attention, not 
merely from the avowed humanity of its 
purpoſe, but alſo from the advantages 
which it afforded to ſociety at large; and 
which in a commercial country like ours, 
could not fail of ſtriking conviction upon 
every judicious mind, 

It likewiſe appeared, on a review of the 
Committee's books, that various conſide- 
rable debts, to the amount of 7welve thou- 
and pounds and upwards, had been ſo 
compounded and reduced, as to bring the 
objects relieved, in thoſe inſtances, with» 
in the ſcope of their firſt intention—and to 
which they have ever ſince invariably ad- 
hered; namely, to include“ ſuch Priſon- 
ers only, whoſe reſpective debts, or the 
compoſition for whoſe debts, ſhould not 
exceed the ſum of TEN Poux DST.“ By 
this means a two-fold benefit was ſecured: 

A 3 For 
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For, at the time of compounding ſuch larger 
debts, the Committee conſtantly paid an 
equal attention to the peculiar circumſtan- 


ces both of the Creditor and his help- 


leſs Debtor. 

A progreſs ſo rapid and animating, na- 
turally gave ardour to the zeal of its con- 
ductors, It was conſidered indeed, and 
owned, as one of thoſe great events from 
little cauſes, which lift the eye to Heaven 
in admiration, and expand the human 
heart. The rich cordial of benevolence 
was now largely flowing out, as upon a 


once barren ſoil, and the deſart became a 


fruilful field ! 


Thus encouraged to perſevere in the 
good work, the gentlemen originally con- 
cerned determined to omit no means of 


giving it dignity, ſtability and ſucceſs : 


Application was accordingly made for that 
purpoſe: On the 5th of May, 1773, at 
a General Meeting of Benefactors, the 


SOCIETY was conſtituted as follows: 
Rt. 
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Rt. Hon. Lord Roux EV, Prefident. 
* Rt. Hon. Lord Chief 
Baron, SMyTHE, | 


Rt. Hon. Lord Viſcount | Vice 
BEAUCH¹Aue, \ Preſidents. 
* Rt. Hon. Mr. Juſtice 
NAREs, | 


Jonn TrornTon, Eſq. |} 
Mr. NEIL D, Treaſurer, 
* Mr. NELME, Secretary. 

And at the ſame Meeting the RuL Es and 
OrDExs hereafter mentioned, were ſettled, 
approved, and confirmed, 

Such were the ſingular triumphs cf 
philanthropy at a very early period of the 
Inſtitution : The little ſpark was now rou- 
ſed and animated into a wide and genial 
flame: And it 1s pleaſing to remark, that 
an experience of now more than ſeventeen 
years hath fully evinced its juſtice and pro- 
priety; while 1t hath alſo ſuperadded ma- 
ny other arguments, of a moſt cogent na- 
ture, to encourage and ſupport the benevo- 
lent deſign. 


* Since deceaſed, 
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HE laws of our country have 

_ amply provided for the relief of con- 
figerable Debtors. The man, who engages 
for thouſands which he cannot pay, may 
have a ready reſource in bankruptcy ; he 
reſigns his all, and reſumes, as it were, of 
courſe, his occupation and his credit, The 
man, who for the nece//aries of life, and to 
ſupply a dependant family, runs a few 
pounds, or only a few ſhillings in debr, 
is cruelly arrcſted, torn from his home, 
and his buſineſs, and plunged in a priſon, 
9a 4 has 
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has neither the ability, nor a ray of hope 
afforded him to defray his Creditor's de- 
mands ! Look upon the books of our So- 
ciety, and you will learn, that Manufac- 
turers, Mechanics, Labourers, Scamen, and 
other uſeful members of the meaner, but 
eſſential branches of Trade and Commerce, 
whether in Town or County Gaols ; whe- 
ther natives, or foreigners in diſtreſs, have 
a ſufficient claim to regard. The Commit- 
tee always prefer the caſes of thoſe uſeful 
Artificers and Manufacturers who are bur- 
dened with the largeſt families; men, who 
derive their ſuſtenance from daily labour, 
but. who, being cut off from that labour 
by impriſonment, muſt occaſion a conſi- 
derable loſs to the Common-wealth, as 
they bring a heavy incumbrance upon 
others by the charitable maintenance which 
the families of ſuch Priſoners muſt derive 
either from parochial or individual ſupply, 

That impriſonment for debt is ſome how 
or other unjuft, may be deduced from a com- 
N view of the Law, which ſuffers the 
Debtor, 
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Debtor, whoſe inſolvency perhaps materi- 
ally affects a very extenſive circle, to enjoy 
freedom and impunity ; whilſt the Debtor, 
whoſe inconſiderable contracts cannot 
much affect any Creditor, is immured in 
a grievous and noiſome priſon. 

In England, the peer only or the ſenator is 
exempt from perſonal arreſts, and the con- 
ſequent detention perhaps of many hours, 
by the evaſion and artifices of bailiffs ; 
W hereas if a perſon in any lower claſs of 
life owes, or if his creditor ihall ſwear that 
he owes but Ten Pounds, thatcreditor may 
obtain a Writ, and by a falle oath prevent 
his debtor from tranſacting buſineſs of the 
greateſt importance to a numerous family, 
or of benefit to the State, and which may 
require the utmoſt expedition that very day 
or hour. Nay, and ſometimes malice or 
revenge may be the only motive of the Cre- 
ditor to arreſt his Debtor, even hefore an 
account of his demand is delivercd, with- 
out any previous application for payment, 

and 
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and conſequently without a poſſibility of 
refuſal, or delay. 

The payment of the whole ſum at the 
inſtant of the arreſt, is not ſufficient to ob- 
tain immediate liberty, or to prevent an ex- 
penſive and deplorable privation of it for 
many hours, or days, in caſe the Writ is 
unhappily ifſued out of the Sheriff's Office. 

The Bailiffs often detain the Perſon ar- 
reſted, to his preſent and future inconveni- 
ence, expence, difcredit, and, probably his 
ruin, under a too common and iniquitous 
pretext, either of examining the Office—or 
becauſe the Office is ſhut, as it happens to 
be at certain hours and days; ſo that if a 
man unfortunately or deſignedly is arreſted 
on a Saturday at night, he muſt at leaſt be 
ſubject to the impoſitions of a Spunging- 
houſe till the Monday following. 

The Debtor's houſe or apartment is not 
always a refuge againſt malevolent arreſts. 
He is liable to them in his own apartment; 
for, though our Laws prohibit a forcible 
opening of doors, the Bailiffs find means 
to cvade that prohibition by indire& and 
unjuſt 
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unjuſt ſtratagems, by the bribery of ſer- 
vants, and even by force; of which in- 
ſtances often occur in this town. 
Impriſonment for debt is in the higheſt 
degree impolitic; ſince many of the moſt 
uſeful and neceſſary Members of the 
State are thus ſecluded from perform- 
ing their part in the community; and 
being deprived at once of their time and 
ſtrength, become equally uſeleſs and bur- 
thenſome. Nor is impriſonment for debt 
leſs impolitic, as it tends to increaſe thoſe Pa- 
riſh rates, which already are ſo grievous a 
weight upon the community, that every 
man juſtly complains of them. But if the 
poor Manufacturer or Labourer, whoſe in- 
duſtrious hands provide his wife and nu- 
merous offspring with neceſſary bread, be 
ſhut up in priſon, and with-held from la- 
bour, his wife and children muſt una- 
voidably become a heavy parochial incum- 
brance. 
Among the many inſtances: of this kind 
non to the Society, one man eſpecially, 
whom 
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whom they had ſet at liberty, had a wife 
and ten children unprovided for, who be- 
fore his impriſonment were ſupported by 
his trade. His numerous family had been 
maintained during his confinement entirely 
by the Pariſi. What a burden to ſociety at 
large! and how extenſive, in this view, is 
the utility of the inſtitution here recom- 
mended | 
But the il l- policy of impriſonment for 
ſmall debts deſerves particular attention in 
another reſpect, namely, as being a preg- 
nant ſource of thoſe frequent and nume- 
rous emigrations, ſo prejudicial to our coun- 
try. It has been juilly obſerved, © That no 
nation produces ſo many fugitives for debt 
as the Engliſh; owing to the defects in 
our laws relative to arreſts, and the encou- 
ragement thereby given to mercileſs credi- 
tors.” Thoſe fugitives c{tabliſh manufac- 
tures abroad, in Aſia, Africa, or America; 
thouſands go thither every year, and thus 
contribute to depopulate this iſland. 
The apprchenſions of a ſudden and: long 
priy ation 
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privation of liberty on account of debt, 
without any previous ſummons, occaſion 

more emigrations than is generally imagin- 
ed; nor could they poſſibly happen, if a 
reaſonable notice to debtors, by previous 
Citation, were the mode aſcertained or al- 
lowed by Law. 

Now, if the practice of impri ſonment for 
ſmall debts appears ſo evidently Anjuſt and 
imm politic, it muſt of courſe be prejudicial to 
Society; and as ſuch, it muſt alſo be inhu- 
man. We condeſcend not to add the 
epithet of unchrifiian; for, God knows, the 
practice in queſtion breathes nothing in 

x the leaſt degree analogous to that mild 
|: and gentle law of love. 
4 A poor tcllow-creature, perhaps for the 
[| immediate ſupport of life, amidſt ſickneſs, 
unavoidable loſſes, and diſappointments, or 
perhaps through indiſcretion, runs a few 
pounds in debt; but with whom his 
fellow-creature. He hath no other poſ- 
ſible means to pay, than ſuch as ariſe from 
his perſonal induſtry and manual labour. 
I The 
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The Creditor will have no mercy : the 
wretched victim is ſeized and thrown into 
priſon; totally prevented from relieving 
himſelf, or doing juice to others; and 
is thus left to languiſh in confinement, 
till death, or ſome fortunate accident, ſhall 
bring him deliverance ! What end can be 
anſwered by this ? what good can it pro- 
duce?—F very feeling of humanity reverts 
from the proceedi g; and it will ſcarce be 
credited in this age and kingdom of phi- 
lanthropy, that ſuch cruelties have been 


exerciſed, from man to man, even for the 


mean, the paltry ſum of eigbleen pence; or 
that for five ſhillings, a ſubject of Great Bri- 
tain's happy conſtitution might languiſh 
three calendar months amidſt the felons of 
Newgate Our Books atteſt the fact“. 

We 


* This Grievance however is now redrefſed by Mr. 
Taylor's Court of Conſcience Act. That it was not always 
ſo, the following is an u ſtance, A ptiſn committed to 
the Gatehouſe for 15. 64, was a poor, me, ic duſtrious 
creature, v ho had not to pay; this miſerable debtor 
was charged in execution, and the expences of the pro- 
ſecution 
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We may go farther ſtill, and, to the 
injuſtice, ill policy, and inhumanity of the 
procceding, add its immorality. Nothing 
is ſo likely to contaminate the morals as a 
Gaol; into which, with whatever princi- 
ples the unhappy debtor enters, he 1s 
compelled to aſſociate with the vileſt and 
moſt profligate ; whereby good principles, 
by degrees, become relaxed, and he too ſoon 
adopts and copies the deportment of thoſe 
with whom he is converſant. It is an old, 
but an indiſputable truth, that evil commu- 
nicalions corrupt good manners : and what the 
communications of a common priſon are, 
who can doubt? So that by the inhuman 
practice of impriſonment, a man, not guil- 


i» 


ſecution increaſed the demand againſt him to one pound 
five Nillings and fix-pence ! If the man could not 
pay one and ſix-pence, when at liberty, how was he to 
diſcharge this accumulated debt under confinement?— 
The poor are ſtill frequently committed to Newgate by the 
Court of Conſcience, for trifling ſums, nay, ſometimes 
even ſo low as from nine and thirty ſhillings to one. 
The proceſs, in many caſes, greatly enhances the origi- 
nal demand ; but fees. are now happily aboliſhed. 
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ty, but unfortunate, incurs the hazard of 
that greateſt and moſt deſtructive of all 
loſſes, the loſs of his integrity. 
Another evil conſequence of impriſon- 
ment for debt, Yeſerves to be particularly 
attended to; viz. the infamy, which is too 
commonly imputed to it. To have been 
in a Gaol, however unjuilly, 1s with many 
narrow-minded perſons, a ſufficient ground 
of reproach;—and indeed, according to 
the cruel opinion of the world in general, 
criminality is often conſidered as at no great 
diſtance from migforlune. This is a circum- 
ſtance peculiarly lamentable in the caſe of 
thoſe perſons who are the objects of our 
preſent conſideration; becauſe reputation, 
with them, 1s not only the main ſupport of 
their credit, but the very ſource of their em- 
ployment and daily bread, Take this 
away, or materially depreciate it, and they 
will find it extremely difficult, with all their 
induſtry and deſire of doing well, to meet 
with perſons willing to engage them.— 
The man is juſt come out of priſon,” 
or, 
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or, * he has lain there for ſome time,” 
are obſervations ſufficient to blaſt all his 
honeſt deſigns. Thus we have another 
proof of the baneful effects of the impri- 
ſonment complained of: tat © durance 


vile,” 

Where Science languiſhes, and Merit mourns, 
Arms, Arts and Talents ſuffer each by Turns ; 
Immur'd for Years, —or, what is worfe, till Fame 
With poiſon'd Breath pollutes the honeſt Name, 
The hapleſs Debtor is compell'd to ſhare 

His Weight of Anguiſh, and his Load of Care: 
Diſtreſs'd, deſerted, torpid with Surprize, 

To Friend and Foe the hapleſs Man applies ; 

He ſeeks Relief, but ſecks, alas ! in vain; 

None heed his Plaints, or mitigate his Pain. 
Depriv'd of Fame, in Expectation croſt, 

His Heart deſponding, and his Fortunes loft; 

By Want o'erwhelm'd, as once by Friends enſnar'd, 


His Hopes abortive, and his Health impair'd ! * 

But why then, it may well be aſked, is 
a Practice ſo unjuſt and impolitic, fo inbuman 
and immoral, ſo diſgraceful to our laws and 
conſtitution, ſtill countenanced amongſt 


us? 


Lord 


Epiſtle to Lord North on Impriſonment for Debt. 
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Lord Bacon writes, that © no man could 
be arreſted for debt in England, accord- 
ing to our conſtitution.” It is a Remark of 
Sir William Temple's, © That detention for 
debt is greatly injurious to a nation ; he 
therefore wiſhes that no ſuch law or cuſtom 
exiſted in this land of liberty: and Lord 
Chancellor Talbo! often declared, © That 
according to the principles of real humanity 
and good policy, the debtor ſufficiently 
pays a debt of any ſum by an impriſonment 
of three months“. 

One would hope that the opinions of three 
ſuch great men are ſufficient authorities, 
with all humane and patriotic Legiſlators, 
to induce them to propoſe and concur in a 
Law conformable to ſentiments ſo truly 
judicious. The number of priſoners for 
any, but eſpecially for. Hh debts, is not 
only a diſgrace to the national legiſlature, 
to humanity and the laws, but alſo a con- 

{id-rable 


4 This idea the Society have adopted as far as poſſibly 
they can, oy proportioning their compoſitien for debts to 
the length of time the debtor has been confined. 
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fiderable loſs and prejudice, of ſome hun- 
dred thouſand pounds every year, to the 
State and Community, upon due calcula- 
tion®. And yet, in aſtoniſhing oppoſition to 
thoſe great legiſlators, the common practice 
of the attornies and their colleagues conti- 
nues to militate againſt common ſenſe, 
equity and juſtice; equally injurious to 
the real welfare of the community in gene- 
ral, and of each individual debtor and 
creditor in particular. 

The national benevolence, which hath given 
being to our Society, calls upon us thus to 
declare the reſult of its experience. Our 
books are continually open for the inſpec- 
tion of the public, as our meetings are to 
all gentlemen who wiſh to concur with us 
in the humane deſign of relieving the 
diſtreſſed, or of promoting a reformation 
with reſpect to thoſe laws or cuſtoms which 
relate to the impolitic practice of impriſon- 
meat for debt. 

Surely 


ger the concluding Part of this Account. 
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Surely ſuch a reformation is not leſs 
practicable in our own, than in any other 
country! Impriſonment, we have every 
reaſon to preſume, may be ſo regulated, as 
to ſecure the creditor, and give flability to 
property ; and, without all queſtion, the 
wiſdom of Legiſlation can as eaſily pro- 
vide for the mutual advantage of creditor 
and debtor, in /maller, as in greater con- 
cerns. As matters at preſent are circum- 
ſtanced, the creditor is little, if at all, more 
benefited by arreſts and impriſonment than 
the debtor himſelf, Such at leaſt is the 
caſe, if we may be allowed to judge by a 
long ſeries of experience; from whence we 
are fully taught, that the end deſigned by 
the creditor (the recovery of his debt) is by 
no means obtained by the cruel methods of 
confinement. | 

Far the greater part of thoſe who have 
been relieved by the public bounty through 
our means, have obtained their liberty 
either by a compoſition to their creditors, 


or by ſuperſedeas, or by the payment of 
their 
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their fees; ſo that in various inſtances, 
their creditors have ſuffered the entire loſs 
of the debt. We cannot help ſpecifying a 
particular caſe, in confirmation of the 
above aſſertion. A young man about twen- 
ty-five years of age, who had a wife and five 
young chlidren, had an employment in one 
of the public offices ; he was arreſted for ſe- 
veral different ſums, to the amount of a 
hundred pounds or more; and, as he had 
nothing to pay, he remained een months 
in priſon, totally deprived of employment, 
and then—all his actions were ſuperſeded by 
the Society for Six Pounds, Thus the 
creditors loſt their ſeveral debts, and had 
their own attornies to pay beſides ; while 
the debtor loſt fifteen months of the prime 
part of his life, and an employment, by 
which, with attention and induſtry, he 
might in time have been enabled to pay 
all his creditors, and ſupport his unfortu- 

nate wife and infants ! 
It is to be feared that criminal reaſons 
may ſometimes influence the minds of cre- 
ditors 
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ditors in the impriſonment of their debtors, 
Reſentment, and a thirſt of revenge, may 
incite ſome to have recourſe to this dread- 
ful mode of puniſhment ; but paſſions of 
this ſort ſhould at all times be diſcounte- 
nanced; and the power of gratifying them 
never be put into the hands of individuals 
by the laws, becauſe the only juſt and al- 
lowed end of impriſonment for debt is 
hereby abſolutely defeated. Whilſt we 
are tender of the creditor's property, we 


ought to be equally tender of the debtor's 


liberty; and to remember, as a counter- 
balance to the ſeverity of Juice on one 
hand, that Mercy ſhould hold the ſcale on 
the other. 

If then the common practice of the law 
of arreſts thus militates againſt the credi- 
tor's advantage, and if the debtor is even 
more cruelly puniſhed by it, than the 
moſt notorious malefaor,—it ſurely is 
high time to provide ſome method, better 
adapted to the accommodation of both, as 
well as to the intereſts of Society in general. 

As 
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As the laws of arreſts and impriſonment 
for debt now ſtand, they certainly are a 
diſgrace to our conſtitution ; for by fuch 
means, actions not only the moſt unjuſt 
and injurious, but the moſt cruel and in- 
human may be, and are daily practiſed. 
Under the ſanction of thoſe laws, the in- 
nocent man, who owes not a farthing, may 
be barbarouſly torn from his family, be- 
fore any proof of guilt or wrong is, or can 
be given: He may even languiſh many 
months in confinement till the writ 
againſt him is returnable, without a poſſi- 
bility of redreſs; and at length, the plain- 
tiff, who hath done him wrong, may ei- 
ther be beyond the reach, or unworthy the 
graſp of juſt retribution, while his innocent 
victim may have endured the greateſt 
diſtreſs, attended with the moſt ruinous 
conſequences! Several inſtances occur, and 
can be cited, of perſons capable of making 
falſe affidavits of debt, who having pro- 
cured a writ, arreſt and impriſon the pre- 
tended debtor, and then decamp, or be- 
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come inſolvent. The priſoner muſt remain 
in confinement for many months, or two or 


three terms, before his releaſe; and then, 


can have no damages for the perjury or 


falſe impriſonment, unleſs after a proceſs 
at law, which he hath not money to en- 


gage in. No writ ſhould be iſſued upon an 


affidavit only, nor ever zthout the ſecurity 


of two ſubſtantial Houſckeepers for the ap- 
pearance of the Plaintiff at the trial, and his 
abiding by the deciſion of the Court. This 
would prevent many a falſe oath, and falſe 


impriſonment, which horribly tend to the 


ruin of numbers, and the deſtruction of 


their families. 


All ſuch public and private national in- 


juries therefore, ariſing either from caprice, 


malevolence, obſtinacy, or even barbarity 
of Creditors, ſhould be effectually prevent= 
ed without delay, by the wholeſome inter- 
poſition of protecting Laws. 

Many nations have ſuch humane and 
prudent laws, particularly France, Flan- 
ders, Switzerland, Holland, &c. where 

no 
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no perſon can be arreſted for Debt without 
three previous Summonſes ; and even nat 
then in his own houſe, apartment, or ſhop, 
though the doors be open; nor ever on a 
Sunday,—in order that tne free exerciſe 
of moral and religious duties may not be 
obſtructed by circumſtances of a private, 

civil nature. 
In a word, the preſent laws concern- 
ing arreſts are enormouſly abſurd, and in- 
jurious to the State, the Debtor, and the 
Creditor ; enriching only Pe/tifoggers, Bai- 
liffs, and Failors, who generally are the 
meaneſt, and moſt deteſtable of men. A 
new code therefore ſeems to be abſolutely 
neceſſary, and may certainly be made con- 
ſonant to Reaſon, to Equity, and the hu- 
mane Policy of a free political Conſtitution. 
According to the Laws of Scotland, 
no Perſon can be arreſted for Debt without 
previous warning. The debtor muſt have 
fifteen days notice, by a ſummons to ſome 
certain court, and there have a fair hearing: 
If the debt be juſt, a caption is granted; 
B 2 but 
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but if, while under arreſt, he pays or com- 
promiſes the ſum, he is immediately releaſ- 
ed; and cannot be detained a moment for 
the coſts, which are always /olcly paid by the 
creditor, to prevent malevolent and illegal 
proceſſes. If the debtor is impriſoned, he 
may inform his creditors, by a Public No- 
tary, of his intention to take the benefit of 
the Queen's Act for Inſolvent Debtors ; 
and then, after an impriſonment of eight 
days, he goes before a magiſtrate, and 
makes a ceſſion of all his effects, upon 
bath, which inſtantly releaſes him, —unleſs 
a revengeful creditor will aliment him, (as 
they term it) which muſt be done that very 
hour; and the magiſtrate is of courſe em- 
powered to compel the creditor's allowance 
of a/iment,—according to the birth, ſtation, 
or family of the priſoner during his impri- 
ſonment,—at ſix, twelve, or eighteen-pence 
every day. Such, we are aſſured, are the 
Regulations of a Siſter Country ; whereas 
in England, the debtor is allowed only a 


groat a day, for which he muſt wait 7hree 
5 rohole 
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evhole terms, which amount to nearly a 
Zear: But debtors committed in execution 
by the Court of Conſcience, can have NO 
allowance whatever. This circumſtance 
has lately been repreſented in ſo ſtrong a 
light to ſome of our humane and able Pa- 
trons, that we earneſtly hope to extend 
benefit alſo to miſeries of ſo cruel a kind, 
as even the Savages of Caftraria muſt ex- 
ecrate. 

It will ſcarcely be believed, that in this 
kingdom, ſo juſtly applauded for its laws 
and liberty, ſuch powers could poſſibly be 
lodged in the hands of individuals, as give 
them a pretext of right, in caſes of arreſt, 
over every thing but the lies of their fel- 
low creatures. Let us however hope that 
ſuch laws and ſuch powers may not long 
exiſt ; and happy will this Society deem it, 
ſhould they at length be made inſtrumental 
to the abolition of a practice ſo -ruel, iupo- 
litic and unjuſt; the vileſt opprobrium of 
our Laws, our boaſted Liberty, and our 
Chriſtian Name! 
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Ab, litt!e think the gay, licentious Proud, 
Whom p'e:fure, pow'r, and affluence ſurround; 
They, who their though'lefs hours in giddy mirth, 
And wanton, often cruel riot, waſte ;j— 

Alt liitle think they, while they dance along, 
How many pine in want and dungeon glooms, 
S'1ut from the common air, and common uſe 
Of their own limbs ! How many drink the cup 
Of Laleful Gricf, and eat the bitter bread 

Of Miſe: y! For ſure th awaking Thought 
Ine conſcious Heart of Charity would warm; 
The ſocial Tear would rife, the ſocial Sigh, 


The ſocial Paſſions work ! 
THOMSON, 


The Committee obſerve with pleaſure, 
that no Charitable inſtitution hath met with 
a more univerſal concurrence than that in 
which they have ſo warmly engaged. 
The firſt ſums that were collected amount- 
ed, as we before obſerved, to only eighty- 
one pounds one ſhilling, which the Committee 
having expended, imagined, with no ſmall 
anxiety, that there the affair would have 
cloſed : The. beneficence, however, of the 
public, would not permit ſo hopeful an In 
fant to be ſtarved, at it were, in the birth- 
They voluntarily contributed an abundant 


ſupply 
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ſupply of nutrition; and the Committee as 
freely contributed not their Mites only, but 
gave their attendance alſo, with uncealing 
alliduity and care to an impartial diſtribu- 
tion of the whole. The benefit they have 
been inſtrumental in diffuſing, from the 
public benevolence, to the diſtreſſed, will 
appear by the General Accompts annexed to 
this Tract, to which the reader 1s referred ;— 
and thence alſo, perhaps, he may form an 
idea of the pleaſure which the Committee 
have received, in executing this labour of 
love for the comfort of their fellow crea- 
cures, 

Several executors* and public bodies in- 
truſted with ſums of money to be appro- 
priated for the diſcharge of debtors, have 
annually paid them into the Society's Fund : 
obſerving that thus they can diſcharge 
as many Priſoners for one hundred Pounds as 
any private perſon can do for double the 
ſum. At firlt, the Society paid from four 
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to ſix pounds for the diſcharge of each 
debtor ; but now, at an average, they only 
pay about two pounds five ſhillings. - 

The benefactions annually received are 
nearly two thouſand pounds, with which 
the Society diſcharge about nine hundred 
debtors. The Committee obſerve, with 
concern, that for ſome years paſt the diſ- 
treſſes of the poor have increaſed, perhaps in 
proportion to the increaſed prices of proviſi- 
ons, and the decreaſe of trade and manufac- 
tures; which, in a few years, may operate to 
the deſtruction of the yeomanry, or the mid- 
dle claſs of the people: The conſequence 
will neceſſarily be, filling the army with 
ſoldiers, or the kingdom with a banditti. 

The Committee exult in obſerving, that 
no objections, worthy the leaſt notice, have 
been urged againſt 7his plan: indeed, it 
ſpeaks to the heart;—for at the ſame time 
that it addreſſes every man's ſenſibility, it 
informs and convinces his reaſon. Huma- 
nity and Juſtice equally plead for its con- 
tinuance and perpetuity ; inſomuch, that 

2 ſimilar 
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ſimilar inſtitutions are already eſtabliſhed in 
ſome other parts of the kingdom; where 
alſois viewed with horror the mode whereby 
our preſent laws of arreſt, through a ſtrange 
miſapplication of puniſhment, are equally 
made ſubſervient to oppreſs the innocent, 
and to protect or releaſe the fraudulent and 
deſigning Debtor. 

If any one can commit an action to de- 
ſerve perpetual impriſonment, it is the 
colluſive debtor. Yet, ſtrange as it may 
appcar, that very knavery and duplicity, 
which ought to incur the ſevereſt cenſure 
of our laws, enables him to evade its ef- 
fects; ſo that he, who deſerves their pu- 
niſhment in the greateſt extent, in reality, 
the leaſt ſuſtains it. To a man of this diſ- 
poſition Impriſonment becomes the ulti- 
mate of his intentions. His machinations 
and plots to accompliſh this ſeeming de- 
ſtruction, have perhaps been agitated 
many months previous to his apparent 
misfortune; and, with only the bare exter- 
nals of inſolvency, he ſuffers an attachment 
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upon his perſon, with a purſe as flowing as 
his ſpirits. Want, the companion of the 
wretched, cannot aſſail him: Plenty decks 
his table, and convivial mirth attends it! 
The idea, that impriſonment can be a pu- 
niſhment to a man under theſe circumſtan- 
ces, mult inſtantly vaniſh : he prepares for 
his cataſtrophe with the vizard of diſtreſs, 
and by that crafi ſets every danger at defi- 
ance; his property ts conveyed by previous 
aſſignments, apparent gifts, ſpurious loans; 
and with the ſemblance of poverty, he 
poſſeſſes a genial fortune, fabricated on 
the ruin of the credulous, honeſt, and 


unſuſpecting dealer. Such is the colly/ive 


debtor ; whoſe puniſhment may be ſaid to 


produce an effect retrograde to its very in- 


tent, by even benefiting thoſe whom it was 
intended to chaſtiſe and correct. To the 
collulive Debtor therefore Impriſonment 
can be no puniſhment, —for he feels it not 
as ſuch. 

The Debtor from misfortune, is a charac- 
ter of a different tint; the very outlines 


of 
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whoſe miſery it is difficult to imagine; but 
whole real ſufferings it is impoſſible to de- 
ſcribe! Eager in the purſuit of honeſt and 
fair profit, and ſolicitous for the good opi- 
nion of the world, he labours through life 
with the greateſt induſtry ; his wite, his 
children, and his reputation flouriſh 
around him, and baſk in the ſunſhine of his 
proſperity : When, amidit this apparent 
ſecurity, perhaps the villainy or prejudice 
of his neighbours may blaſt his reputation ; 
a loſs may be ſuſtained by fire; his credit 
may have been given too lurgely; his en- 
gagements may have been v extenſive, 
or his loſſes ſudden and conſiderable. 
From all, or any ct theſe motives, his pay- 
meats may not have been fo regular and 
certain as uſual; the conlequence may be 
an arreſt ; and the unhappy man (wio of- 
ten ſuffers more irom the ignominy and 
ſubvernon of his fortune, han his creditor 
can do from the lots of his money) is in a 
moment dragged mom a weeping wife 
and tanuly, from his friends, and from his 
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dwelling; unable to ſatisfy his creditors; 
his property confiſcated ; his wife, and 
his children, from affluence and comfort, 
turned out upon the world in a ſtate of po- 
verty and miſery. 

It is in vain for a man in circumſtances 
like theſe to repreſent the honeſty of his 
intentions. His ability to pay twenty 
ſhillings in the pound 1s fled, and with it 
every ſocial virtue ; Such, at leaſt, is the 
too general opinion of the /ucce/5sful part of 
mankind. Misfortune creates the metamor- 
phoſis, and the tranſition 1s inſtantaneous. 
He, who before had honor and punctuality, 
whoſe reputation was unblemiſhed, whoſe 
induſtry was commended, and whoſe reli- 
gion and morals were quoted as examples 
to his neighbours, in a moment becomes 
divefted of all. His honor endures the 
appellation of pride; his reputation is 
thought duplicity; his induſtry is inter- 
preted cunning ; and his religion miſcon- 
ſtrued hypocriſy : Himſelf and family are 
ruined, his credit is loſt, his virtue con- 

taminated , 
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taminated ; every comfort of life denied; 
and, to compleat the cataſtrophe, the un- 
happy man, animated with principles of 
rectitude and equity, but retarded by inabi- 
lity in the diſplay of them, is dragged, 
before a trial, to feel the rigors of impriſon- 
ment. : 
Recovery of the Debt, the general ob- 
ject of the plaintiff's purſuit, is very often 
defeated, in ſpite of his attempt to accom- 
pliſh it, by Confinement, Various are the 
reaſons which may be produced in proof of 
the aſſertion, but the following perhaps 
are the moſt obvious to conſideration, 
When one perſon arreſts another, he is 
ſuppoſed to do it with an intent of obtain- 
ing his debt ; the money therefore of courſe 
is expected, or at leaſt a temporary and 
additional ſecurity, by bail : On the failure 
of theſe, impriſonment generally follows ; 
and if the firſt offers of a compromiſe are 
refuſed, the debtor has never an opportu- 
nity given him to repeat them ; becauſe, 
from confinement, a decreaſe of property 
becomes 
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becomes inevitable. The expences ariſing 
to a debtor on his way to, and when un- 
der confinement, are very great : The in- 
conſiderate plaintiff ſeldom gives himſelf 
time to reflect, that it is the property of 
himſelf, and others, which by theſe means, 
is hourly diminiſhing; but, already, pre- 
cipitated in the ſtream, he plunges on, no 
leſs to the deſtruction of the debtor, than 

to the certain loſs of his own legal claims; 


| ſeldom cooling to judge of the conſequen- 


ces, until his attention 1s awakened by a 
long bill from his attorney for the payment 
of incidental charges. In the mean time 
the defendant, finding the plaintiff inexora- 
ble, ſpeedily converts every part of his 
acquired ſubſtance into money, to ſupport 
him while in confinement; and thereby 
conſumes that property, which, if timely 
accepted, might have afforded a decent 
dividend, and have effected his Releaſe from 
Gaol. Thus both deceive themſelves in 
their different purſuits; and hence it is 
obvious, that a pxilon, ſo far from leading 

to 
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to Recovery of the Debt, becomes the 
whirlpool, as it were, of the debtor's re- 
maining property, which, the lighter it 
grows, is preſently ingulphed, and loſt for 
ever in the vor/ex of Diſſipation. 

It may be obſerved, that, ſhould any 
of the debtor's effects appear after he is im- 
priſoned, and rendered in execution, the 
plaintiff can certainly avail himſelf by 
a Writ of fieri facias.” This is admitted; 
but it may be neceſſary alſo to know, that 
ſuch Writ cannot be iſſued, until a diſ- 
charge of the impriſoned perſon be firſt 


- obtained. 


Thus we ſee that confining the body to 
obtain recovery of the debt, becomes per- 
fectly nugatory, and in the nature and 
reaſon of things abſurd ; becauſe, no pro- 
perty is attainable while the body is confined ; 
and conſequently, confinement operates a- 
gainſt the recovery. If property, there= 
fore, be the purſuit of the plaintiff, ſhould 
it not be expected he would originally pro- 
ceed againſt hal, without attaching the 
body? It 
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It is true, if there are not ſufficient ef- 
fects to diſcharge the demand of the plain- 
tiff, the body becomes anſwerable for the 


_ deficiency, But, as that body is ſuppoſed 
to be there in actual inſolvency, and the 


proceſs againſt a mere corpus moriuum, it 
can only ſerve to gratify the wantonneſs, 
or ſatiate the malice of the plaintiff. 

And yet fo truly ſavage a diſpoſition is 
but too obvious in this, as in many other 


inſtances relating to debt; but in none 


more flagrantly ſo, than in the arreſting ofa 
body dead in law, from abſolute inſolvency. 

The Recovery of Debt is frequently de- 
feated by the Creditor's not perfectly un- 
derſtanding the conſequences of an arreſt. 
He generally imagines that the expences 
finiſh with the writ, and his attorney, for 
the moſt part, 1s unwilling to intimidate 
him with an account of Declarations, No- 


tices, ſues, Judgment and Execution, &c. 


which muſt all have a regular proceeding; 


And, like a wounded Snake, drag their flow length along. 


On 
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On the leaſt lapſe or default, the debtor be- 
comes diſchargeable by Super/edeas, and 
the coſts fall on the plaintiff, which are 
always conſiderable, and ſometimes even 
double or treble the original debt. Num- 
bers are bus diſcharged out of impriſon- 
ment every week from the Marſhalſca, and 
from other priſons every term; for the in- 
ability of proceeding, or dread of further 
expence, in the plaintiff, often determines 
him to loſe the debt, rather than add to it 
by proceeding to an execution. 

The recovery of debt may alfo, at any 
time, be rendered void (ſhould the debtor 
be of a diſhoneſt principle, and poſſeſſed 
of a moderate portion of money) by bailing 
out the ation before he is in execution. 
This is frequently done, and in conſe- 
quence thereof the debtor's perſon becomes 
immediately at liberty; and may find a ſe- 
cure aſylum beyond the ſeas, till it is con- 
venient and ſafe to return, It is true, the 
plaintiff, in this inſtance, has recourſe to 
the bail; but it is ſeldom attended with 

ſucceſs, 
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ſucceſs, as every term in Weſtminſter hall 
evinces; for the perſons who engage in 
theſe precarious ſecurities, ſenſible of their 
riſque, are therefore prepared againſt every 
attack; and ſo perfectly acquainted with 
every ſubterfuge of chicanery, as generally 
to tire out the moſt expert and determined 
Practitioner. | 
From the inſtances beforementioned, 
the recovery of the debt muſt appear very 
precarious, and tho' it be the primary ſti- 
mulus of the plaintiff's purſuit, is rarely, if 
ever, accompliſhed. Impriſonment for debt, 
therefore, on its preſent foundation, is ir- 
rational and inconſiſtent; the very intent, 
or effect of it being perfectly deſtroyed in 
the attempt: It is wantoning with the diſ- 
treſſes of men, to no other gratification than 
that of revenge; it is proceeding againſt 
the unfortunate with a ſeverity, which the 
barbarity of ſavages would ſhrink at, and 
with a cruelty which humanity and civil 
policy - muſt bluſh to acknowledge: It is 
worſe than Domitian catching flies. 
We 
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We might further obſerve, that, the exe- 
culion or remiſſion of puniſhment is greatly 
in the creditor's power : Thus he becomes 
a monſtrous ſpecies of deſpotic monarch, 
from whoſe determination there 1s no appeal, 
and whoſe arbitrary career nothing can re- 
ſtrain, but the unanimous concurrence of 
the whole kingdom. 

There is, perhaps, no nation in the 
univerſe (at leaſt we hope ſo, for the ho- 
nour of its legiſlators) that permits ſuch an 
authority to be exerciſed by one ſubject 
over the liberty and property of another. 
It may indeed be objected, that bail will 
prevent an immediate exertion of the pow- 
er alluded to; but, ſtrange as the fact 
may appear, it i a fact, that many per- 
ſons, in apparently flouriſhing circum- 
ſtances, cannot procure bail ; and then, 
upon the mere oath of a plaintiff, the 
debtor is committed cloſe priſoner to a jail. 
Should this happen at the end of that 
(Trinity) term, which is previous to what 
the lawyers call the long vacation, he may 

then 
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then remain in confinement ſix or eight 
months, without a poſſibility of enlarge- 
ment, or of determining in any manner 
the pretenſions of the plaintiff; and at the 
expiration of this period, ſhould they be 
found /pecrons, the priſoner has no other 
redreſs than what 1s to be procured by a 
long and expenſive law-ſuit, which very 
poſſibly his impriſonment has rendered him 
incapable of purſuing, 

But if the cuſtom of arref cannot be 
aboliſhed, nor impriſonment for debt re- 
moved, they may both of them, at leaſt, 
with great propricty, be laid under ſuch re- 
gulations, fo reconcileable to prudence, and 
adequate to juſtice, as that, while the con- 
finement of the debtor is made eaſy and 
conſiſtent, the claim of the creditor may 
be rendered more ſecure. 

If all charges and expences whatſoever 
attending an unjuſt arreſt, were to fall on 
the plaintiff, who ſhould be compelled in 
a ſummary way to reimburſe the debtor, 


without the formality of a tedious law- ſuit.— 
It 
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it might prevent a number of villainous and 
vexatious writs; nor would any man be 
obliged to lic in priſon, for months toge- 
ther, only for his fees, when he becomes 
diſchargeable by ſuperſedeas on the diſcon- 
tinuance of an action. A debtor may fre- 
quently, and from various cauſes, be relrev- 
ed from the claim upon him, and yet not 
have it in his power to pay coſts or fees“; 
whereas, if they fell on the plaintiff, the 
debtor would be in conſequence intitled to 
an immediate diſcharge, ſo ſoon as the ac- 
tion became ſuperſedable. 

A man may be arreſted from mere ma- 
lice or caprice, without being applied to for 
the debt, and often without any account 
rendered of the claim; becauſe the plaintiff, 
in the preſent inſtance, is ſure not to 
ſuffer for his wantonneſs, unleſs the ſuit 


be carried to an iſſue, or trial, which may 
not 


It is a rule with the ſociety never to pay the attor- 
ney's coſts of ſuit, unleſs peculiar circumftances render 
it reaſonable ; which, however, do not often occur, 
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not often be the caſe: The coſts conſe- 
ſequently fall upon the debtor, and accord- 
ing to the preſent faſhionable mode of cap- 
tion, by what the lawyers term a /peczal 
original, they are often found to exceed the 
debt! On the contrary, were the plaintiff 
liable to the incurred expence, 1t would, 
in a great meaſure, if not totally, put a 
period to ſuch abuſes, as he would never 
proceed to an arreſt, without a poſitive 
probability of recovering the debt. 

The practice of ſcarching the Sheriffs 
Office for a Sit, as it is called, ſhould 
be aboliſhed.* A man may be arreſted in 

either 


* This Impoſition takes place, when a Sheriff's Offi- 
cer, of his «wn Will, would carry an arreſted Debtor to 
one Compter, and the Piifoner inſiſts upon being taken 
to anoihcr, In this Caſe, before th: Debtor can be diſ- 
charged, the Attorney for the Plaintiff takes the advan- 
tage of raiſing a Fee; under the Piciext of an Enquiry, 
whether any Detainer be odged ag inſt him for other 
Claims: So that although le may have Gitcharged the 
Debt for which he was confined, together with the Coſts 
and Fees, he muſt ſubmit to, and pay for tie Atiorney's 


going to ſeek out another Caule for keeping him in 
Gael. 
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either of the four counties, and although 
the money be paid in diſcharge of the 
debt, and with every incidental expence, 
yet ſhall he be held in cuſtody, under 
pretence that the office muſt be ſearched 
before he can be diſcharged, to know Sit, 
&c. that is, if there &e any other writ 
againſt him,” from a received opinion that 
the Sheriff is anſwerable for every writ that 
is againſt the debtor : This is nctoriouſly 
trifling with the misfortunes of mankind, 
to augment the fees of office; for, if cuſ- 
tom, as well as the law, be founded on 
reaſon, it muſt declare, that the She is 


ſufficiently exonerated by making a return 
to 


Caol. Our Society have done their utmoſt to reQify 
this ai uſe, by frequently complaining cf its injuriouſe 
nets, but hitherto without effect, No other Authority 
is alleved for the continuance of ſo grinding an oppreſ- 
fon, than a Buok of Rules, fabricated by the very At- 
tornies themſelves who require the Fee; and whoſe prin» 
cipal plea for the exorbitant demand is,“ That they buy 
their places, and muſt make the mot often.“ To the 
honour of two or three Attornies, it mult however be 


mentioned, that, aſhamed of the practice, they have 


given up the claim, 


% 
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to the real caption, without being expect- 
ed to anſwer for thoſe other claims with 
which he is not actually charged. So fla- 
grant an impoſition, and abuſe of office, 
has long eſcaped the regulation which it 
demands. It may not, perhaps, be impro- 
per to obſerve, that in France, no ſecond 
charge can be lodged againſt the body 
till it 1s ſet free from the firſt.” 

It is ſubmitted to ſerious conſideration, 
whether an arreſt ſhould ever be ſerved on 
a man in his own dwelling, But in all 
events, the debtor arreſted, when in con- 
finement, ſhould be regularly proceeded 
againſt, without any delay, until he is in 
execution ; or, in default of ſuch proceed- 
ing, he ſhould be intitled to ſue out his ſu- 
perſedeas, without waiting hree terms, as 
is the preſent practice of the courts. 

An attorney will object to this, and 
fay, How can the debtor be proceeded 
againſt during a vacation, when the courts 
are ſhut?” And indeed here lics a great part 
ef the evil, for which perhaps the wiſdom 

of 
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of the legiſlature may adopt a remedy, by 
means of a juſtice of the peace, or a bench of 
juſtices in rotation, The Delay of juſtice is 
very injurious to a commercial people, and 
inconſiſtent with the idea of good govern- 
ment: Vet, how common is it for the 
plaintiffs againſt perſons committed to the 
City compters, to deliver declarations, and 
then proceed no farther, until the debtor, 
at his own expence, obtains a rule of court 
for proceeding to trial? This expence, 
though ſmall, ſome debtors have not been 
able to raiſe money to defray in the courſe of 
ſeveral months; nay, ſometimes, they have 
been obliged to fell or pawn their cloaths 
ot bedding for that purpoſe ;—and then, af- 
ter a long confinement, the averred debts, 
on a trial, have been found ſurreptitious: 
In which caſe, although the debtor may 
gain his cauſe in a court of juſtice, yet 
muſt he be content to fit down with the 
loſs of his time, his goods, his reputation, 
and his buſineſs; unable to proſecute the 

C villain 
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villain that ruined him, as having no mo- 
ney either for /aw or for bread ! 

The following hints, it is ſincerely hoped, 
may contribute to correct the mal - practice 
of Impriſonment for Small Devts. 

1. A total abolition of Gaolers fees ap- 
pears to be the ground-work of ſuch a re- 
formation: No Gaoler, or his dependants, 
ſhould be ſuffered to take any fee what- 


ever:*—Inſtead of which, falaries adequate 
to their trouble, ſhould be paid to them 


either by the Quarter Seſſions, or other 
Community under whom they act. 

2. No Gaoler, or Attorney at the 
Compters, ſhould be allowed to purchaſe his 
employment, on any conſideration whatever; 

for 


This Reformation is in part begun by the Act of 1785. 
for ſuppreſſing the Fees charged upon Court of Con- 
ſcience Debtors.— The reader may receive further im- 
portant information on this Head from the peruſal of 
Mr. Howard's Tract on the State of the Gaols in Great 
Britain; a work compiled from the moſt elaborate inſpec- 
tion, and conducted with a philanthropy that does 
honor both to the Writer, and to the cauſe of humanity, 
in an age of luxury and diſſipation, 
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for whilſt that is permitted, the poor will 
be always haraſſed by their impoſitions, for 
the reaſon mentioned in note, page 46, 47. 
1 3. When the debtor is in execution, his 
effects ſhould be ſurrendered upon oath, 
and divided amongſt his creditors: in 
conſequence of which ſurrender, the body 
ſhould be diſcharged, and wholly ſet free 
from all future demands, in the ſame man- 
ner as a certificated bankrupt. 
| 4. If four-fifths of the creditors in num- 
[ ber and in value, ſhall at any time, while the 
; debtor is at large, demand an inſpection of 
his affairs, ſuch demand ſhould be deemed 
as an act of the whole body, and the debtor 
be obliged to ſubmit to ſuch inſpection ; 
in order that the creditors may have it in 
their power to conclude upon ſuch terms 
as ſhall ſeem to them moſt eligible, and 
which ſhould be binding alſo upon all 
the other creditors. 
5. No ſale, aſſignment, or conveyance of 
any kind, made by the debtor after a writ 


has been ſerved twenty-four hours upon 
C2 tim, 
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him, ſhould be effectual; but all his effects 
ſhould be then conſidered as the property 


of his creditors. 
6. As the above article makes is debtor 


ſpeedily an inſolvent, and his effects be- 
come the property of the creditors, one 
ſhilling at leaſt per day ſhould be allowed 
him, from the day of impriſonment to the 
day of his diſcharge; payable either out 


of the debtor's effects, if any, or otherwiſe 


at the expence of the plaintiff; and in de- 
fault thereof, the debtor to be diſcharged, 
In the province of Jamaica, a land of 
abject ſlavery, no Freeholder can have a 
perſonal attachment ſerved upon him, nor 
is any capias permitted to iſſue againſt 
him; but the proceeding muſt always be 
againſt his property, which alone becomes 
hable. In Holland, and in France, the 
debtor is no longer held in cuſtody{ than 
till he can make a ſurrender of his effects, 
which is conſidered as an exa@heration, and 
the body of courſe is free. Scotland, in 
the year 1754, to the honour of its admi- 
niſtration, 
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niſtration, rejected the impriſonment of 
the body as a ſpurious production, unknown 
to the mother law: Nor, indeed, is any 
thing more inconſiſtent with the rights of 
mankind ; fo that if a cuſtom of this ſort, 
were even authorized by any laws, it ought 
to be ſtruck out of the general code, as a 
remnant of barbariſm, already exploded by 
all the wiſeſt commercial ſtates in the 
world. 

The inſtrument calleda DECLARATION, 
was intended merely to ſet forth the cage 
of the action, and the defendiint's refuſal to 
make ſatisfaction to the Plaintiff ;- and 
therein ſhould always be inſerted the names 
of two perſons, as Pledges to the defendant 
for carrying on the proſecution to a trial :— 
But how are the laws of the land perverted, 
i and that by the very practitioners of the law 
1 According to common practice, the de- 
1 claration heed notbe delivered to the debtor 
j till after the return of the writ, which 
; may be ſeveral weeks, more or leſs, accor- 
ing to the diſtance of time from the ar- 
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reſt to the return of the writ, which is go- 
verned by the terin ;* ſo that the Debtor 
is puniſhed by impriſonment, at the vi// 
of a fellow ſubject, long before he is or 
can be found guilty, —The declaration, 
which might be compriſed in a few lines, 
is ſtretched and tortured by a farrago, not 
of language, but of Babeliſms,—an unin- 
telligible jargon of words, without ideas, 
that might diſgrace an Hottentot ; and 
which, if printed in this book, would 
croud as many pages. Add to this, that 
notwithſtanding the law has wiſely provid 
ed, that two perſons, on behalf of the 
plaintiffs, ſhall be pledges to proſecute to 
a trial, yet the names of the pledges inſert- 
ed in the declarations are fictitious; JOHN 
DOE and RICHARD ROE, who never 
exiſted, and therefore cannot be puniſhed 
for being pledges to proſecute a falſe claim; 
becauſe 


* Zee page 26. 
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becauſe they are not to be found in this 
world or the other. | 

Here then undoubtedly there appears an 
evil worthy the correction of the Judges;— 
A proceſs at law, whereby an innocent 
man 1s puniſhed without conviction ;—that 
proceſs carried on by a chain of wretched 
Fictions; and the Fabricators of thoſe 
Fictions protected from proſecution, ei- 
ther by a corrupt evaſion of the laws, or by 
the amazing expence which muſt attend a 
proſecution againſt an unjuſt plaintiff, or 
his aſſociates. 

Laws ſhould be founded in EQUITY ; 
and the execution of this conducted by 
TRUTH ; or elſe the former will be ab- 
horred, and the latter contemned, ſo long 
as the ſubjects of their oppreſſion have un- 
derſtanding to diſtinguiſh between right 
and wrong. 

Another injury ariſing from long impri- 
ſonment, is, that the debtor's friends, tired 
with repeated applications, deſert him ; 
his once reputable connections, from tedi- 
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reſt to the return of the writ, which is go- 
verned by the term ;* ſo that the Debtor 
is puniſhed by impriſonment, at the vill 
of a fellow ſubject, long before he is or 
can be found guilty.— The declaration, 
which might be compriſed in a few lines, 
is ſtretched and tortured by a farrago, not 
of language, but of Babeliſms,—an unin- 
telligible jargon of words, without ideas, 
that might diſgrace an Hottentot ; and 
which, if printed in this book, would 
croud as many pages» Add to this, that 
notwithſtanding the law has wiſely provide 
ed, that two perſons, on behalf of the 
plaintiffs, ſhall be pledges to proſecute to 
a trial, yet the names of the pledges inſert- 
ed in the declarations are fictitious; JOHN 
DOE and RICHARD ROE, who never 
exiſted, and therefore cannot be puniſhed 


for being pledges to proſecute a falſe claim; 
becauſe 
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becauſe they are not to be found in this 
world or the other. | 

Here then undoubtedly there appears an 
evil worthy the correction of the Judges;— 
A proceſs at law, whereby an innocent 
man is puniſhed without conviction ;—that 
proceſs carried on by a chain of wretched 
Fictions; and the Fabricators of thoſe 
Fictions protected from proſecution, ei- 
ther by a corrupt evaſion of the laws, or by 
the amazing expence which muſt attend a 
proſecution againſt an unjuſt plaintiff, or 
his aſſociates. 

Laws ſhould be founded in EQUITY ; 
and the execution of this conducted by 
TRUTH ; or elſe the former will be ab- 
horred, and the latter contemned, ſo long 
as the ſubjects of their oppreſſion have un- 
derſtanding to diſtinguiſh between right 
and wrong. 

Another injury ariſing from long impri- 
ſonment, is, that the debtor's friends, tired 
with repeated applications, deſert him ; 
his once reputable connections, from tedi- 
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ous captivity, are loſt; and a mind unſup- 
ported by philoſophy and religion is of- 
ten vitiated by other connections near at 
hand; inſomuch, that when the priſon doors 
are thrown open for his enlargement, he 
finds himſelf in a manner alone and de- 
ſerted. Should his diſpoſition lead him to 
labour, to whom ſhall he apply for em- 
ployment? Friendleſs, forlorn, and unre- 
commended, the thriving world diſclaim 
him; his neceſſities urge, and famine aſ- 
fails him. To relieve the calls of nature, 
he has at laſt recourſe to illicit practices; 
and thus, perhaps with keen reluctance, 
and anticipated remorſe, he becomes © a 
companion of thieves,” and midnight de- 
predators. Hence is augmented the Re- 
corder's liſt ; and the Scaffolds of Execution 
groan with the accumulated weight of theſe 
wretched malefactors, —doubly wretched 
from their ſorrows, and their crimes | 
Hence our aſſizes are replete with fe- 
lons; and our counties with the Gibbets 
of Ignominy ! 
In 
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In an early part of this little treatiſe, 
it was obſerved*, that the preſent mode 
of perſonal attachment for ſmall Debts, 
is not only oppreſſive on the lower claſſes of 
the people, but injurious to the community ; 
and the reaſon is, becauſe the practice 
operates moſt rigorouſly againſt thoſe 
who are the nerves, the finews, and 
ſtrength of that community; whilſt 
others, who are eventually eloathed and 
fed by them, and move in a ſuperior 
claſs of Society, may find a ready and 
ample relief, under inſolvent circum- 
ſtances, from the mild laws of bank- 
ruptcy. This ſuperior claſs, it is granted, 
are uſeful in their rank of Society; but 
how often are they found as mere drones 
in the hive of commerce and induſtry ! 
while the labouring bee, who painfully 
fabricates the honey, is left the moſt ex- 
poſed to deſtruction, by an abuſe of thoſe. 
laws that ſhould protect him in every 
emergency, 


* Page 10 and 11, 
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The preſent King of Sweden, in the | 
month of October, 1773, iſſued a pro- | 
clamation, that“ For the future no per- 
4 ſon ſhould be detained in cuſtody, who 
40 gave up his A to ſatisfy his juſt debts; 
&« and ſchedules of his aſſets, ſtock in 
6 trade, rent-rolls of eſtate, and ſecu- 
cc rities for money, were to be lodged 
& with the committee of the corporation 
6 in each borough; whoſe ſyndic, or 
« town-clerk, is bound to examine 
&« debtors on oath, in preſence of a no- 
te tary, who muſt atteſt their diſcoveries, 
„taken in writing, and ſigned by theme 
« ſelves; after which the debtor is to be | 
& diſcharged, Thoſe who fhall refuſe 
« to ſubmit to ſuch examinations, or 
« endeavour to eſcape in a clandeſtine 
«© manner, are to be ſent to the gallies 
« for life; and in caſe of their rendering 
« falſe accounts, are to ſuffer death as 
« felons.” 

This edict is a proof of the humanity j 
of the Swediſh Monarch, and affords a 


plain 
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plain indication, that his ſubjects are 
proceeding to the total extirpation of a 
barbarous cuſtom, Let not our kingdom 
then be the laſt to extirpate a procedure 
ſo deſtructive and oppreſſive to the ſub. 
je&; ſo contrary to the rights of nature, 
and ſo oppoſite to the law and conſtitu- 
tion of England, whoſe founders, the 
ENGLISH SAXONS, knew not the 
practice :—In truth, it is an exotic, a 
Norman curſe, which none can juſtify or 
approve, upon any principle of humanity 
or common ſenſe, 

Debtors, frequently, from fear of the 
injuries to which they are expoſed by 
arreſts, reſolve to live in priſon, and 
there either to ſpend thoſe effects which 
might have been divided among mild 
creditors, or elſe to portion out their 
fortunes amongſt their families, in defi- 
ance of their creditors and the law.— 
And ſtrange as ſuch ſteps may ſeem, the- 
debtor 1s induced to take them merely 
from this reaſoning, —“ that while the 
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body is held in priſon, it is an optional 
ſatisfaction for the debt, determined and 
elected by his creditor.” 

The dread of impriſonment gives birth 
to many crimes; it is the nurſe of kna- 
very and evaſion ; whereas, if the man in 
fluctuating circumſtances, were convinced 
that the greateſt evil which could happen 
to him, under a reverſe of fortune, would 
be to give up ALL his property for the 
payment of his debts, he would then, 
'with a calm and honeſt firmneſs, face his 
creditors; happy in the laſt reſource of 
making a true diſcloſure and an honeſt 
ſurrender for their juſt benefit. 

The utility of the charity in behalf 
of ſmall debtors, will appear from the 
conſideration, that every poor man's la- 
bour may be eſtimated, at an average, to 
be worth two ſhillings and fix-pence per 
day, or three pounds five ſhillings per 
month. Now the Society having ſet at 
liberty about eleven thouſand of ſuch 
perſons, the benefit immediately derived 

fo 
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to the community, will amount to above 
ſeventy-one thouſand pounds, ſuppoſing 
each of thoſe perſons to have obtained 
his liberty only two months ſooner than 
he would have obtained it without the 
aſſiſtance of the Society. But, if to this 
benefit gained by the community, we 
add that of preventing ſuch numbers of 
priſoners and their families from be- 
coming burthenſome to their ſeveral 
pariſhes, who can aſcertain the amazing 
harveſt of advantage reſulting from the 
inſtitution ? It is ſurely a very ftriking 
conſideration, at once to the man and the 
citizen, to the tradeſman and the mer- 
chant; to the patriot ſenator, and the 
ſincere Chriſtian! 

And as ſuch, therefore, it is, that the 
Society ventures again to propoſe it: -A 
Society, which, for more than ſeventeen 
years fince its very humble commence- 
ment, has been patronized in the moſt 
reſpectable manner, and has derived its 
higheſt honour, ſatisfaction and efficacy 
from 
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from the abundant benevolence of the 
public, Its books of accounts, receipts, 
diſburſements, and other proceedings, 
are always open for general inſpeCtion ; 
and from thoſe of the nobility and 
gentry who have condeſcended to take 
the trouble of examining them, they have 
obtained the fulleſt approbation, teſtified 
by their bounty. In ſhort, the friends 
of genuine humanity have conſidered the 
inſtitution as peculiarly laudable ;—as 
being founded upon the nobleſt EXameLE 
which can animate the Chriſtian heart, and 
conducted by the diſintereſted principles 
of philanthropy. 

- The number of debtors diſcharged 
and relieved within twelve months, from 
Michaelmas, 1787, to Michaelmas, 1788, 
amounted to 766, who had 515 wives, 
and 1455 children; the expence attend- 
ing their deliverance was 22101. 28.— 
The average, therefore, paid for each 
debtor is about 21. 178. 8rd. including 
every incidental expence of rent, print- 


ing, 
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ing, advertiſements, books, &c. requiſite 
for conducting the buſineſs. Many of 
the priſoners were found in various cities 
and counties of England, as well as in 
the gaols of the metropolis; for no re- 
ſpect or preference is paid to their loca- 
lity; the calls of diſtreſs are alike heard 
and attended to, from whatever quarter 
they may ariſe. Among the creditors of 
thoſe priſoners ſo diſcharged, ſeveral, to 
a large amount, have received a compo- 
ſition of not leſs than Ten Pounds: The 
magnitude of the debt, in caſes of pe- 
culiar emergency, being no obje& with 
the Society, provided it can be com- 
promiſed, and brought within at ſum, 
which is the utmoſt ſcope and avowed 
intention of their original deſign. 

Many of the above debtors, confined 
for greater ſums, were found to have 
been impriſoned even for ſeveral years, 
hopeleſs of any relief from a charity ſo 
humble in its views, and languiſhing in 


circumſtances the moſt pitiably indigent, 
How 
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How great then muſt be the joy of their 
reſtoration to wives and families, that 
once had known far better days! They 
are now become again uſeful Members 
of Society, happy in their various occu- 
pations; and, it is to be hoped, very de- 
ſerving of the bleſſings thus enjoyed. 
For it is but juſt to add, that the moſt 
aſſiduous care is taken by the Committee, 
to relieve none but thoſe whoſe charac- 
ters juſtly warrant attention, and whoſe 
miſeries call loudly for the relief and 
comfort afforded them. 

Upon theſe plain grounds, therefore, 
it is ſubmitted to the confideration of 
judicious and feeling minds, whether an 
undertaking thus arduous in itſclf, and 
kind to the community at large, doth 
not merit the warm encouragement of a 
nation like ours; - the moſt eminently and 
- nobly diſtinguiſhed for its policy and 
commerce, its liberality, and genuine love 
of benevolence, 


The 


of Perſons confined for Small Debis, 65 


The applications made to the Society, 
notwithſtanding all its paſt exertions, in- 
creaſe; and eſpecially from the county 
gaols, which at length ſeem to be well- 
informed of the nature of the plan, but 
where the unfortunate debtor appears in 
a manner to have been hitherto forgotten 
by every friend, —Calls like theſe ſurely 
demand a very ſerious and unremitted 
attention; nor is it doubted that they 


will be kindly heard. So far then as the 


Governors ſhall be enabled by the public 
bounty, „to open the priſon doors,” 
and to wipe away the tears of miſery and 
helpleſs innocence, in ſuch proportion, 


and with an alacrity worthy of the claim, 


will this Charity be impartially extended 
throughout the kingdom of Great. Bri- 
tain. 

F To render this little volume more 
coinplete, and, in ſome degree, entertain- 
ing as well as improving to the reader, 
we have not only inſerted the RuLEs and 
OrDERsS of the Society, our Forms of 

general 


| 
; 
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general buſineſs, the Exhortation to per- 
ſons delivered from priſon, their Thank/- 
giving Prayer, a Lift of Benefactors and 
Honorary Governors, and a General State- 
ment of Accounts to March, 178g; but 
have alſo added two or three pieces of 
Poetry, which may not be unacceptable, 
The firſt Ode in particular, which has 
been ſet to muſic, and is occaſionally 
performed in places of divine ſervice for 
the benefit of the Charity, may therefore 
be welcome to ſuch as ſhall in future at- 
tend to hear it, 


RULES axd ORDERS 


OF THE 


SO CT TY. 
FOR THE 
DISCHARGE axy RELIEF 
| Y | 
PERSONS 1mrz1s0vtD rox SMALL DEBTS, 

| AS SETTLED AND CONFIRMED 


ON THE FIFTH OF MAY, 1772. 


RULES and ORDERS, 


I. NAug of the CHARIr r. 


HAT this inſtitution be called, 
« The SOCIETY for the Dis- 
CHARGE and RELIEF of Perſons impriſoned 
for SMALL Dz8Ts. 


II. OpF1cens. 


That this Charity do conſiſt of a Preſi- 
dent, four Vice-Prefidents, a Trea- 
ſurer, Secretary and Committee, 


III. CoMMITTEE. 


1, That the Committee be open to, and 
conſiſt of all ſuch perſons as are quali- 
fied to be Governors. 

2. That of the Committee five members 
conſtitute a quorum, 


IV. MEETINGS, 


I. That there be an ANNUAL MEETING, 
on or about the 5th of May. 
2. That 
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2, That there be four quarterly general 
m-etings in every year. | 
3. And alſo a meeting of the Committee 
on every“ Wedneſday evening during 
the winter months, or otherwiſe in the 
ſummer months, as to the Committee 

may ſeem neceſſary and proper. 


4. Of all which ſeveral meetings due 
notice ſhall be given by advertiſement 
in the public newſpapers. 

5. That the place for holding all ſuch 
meetings be at the Thatched- Houſe Ta- 
dern, in St, James's-ſtreet, or other- 
wiſe, 1 as ſhall be thought moſt con- 
venient, 


6. And that the weekly, or other meet- 
ings of the Committee on Wedneſday 


® Weekly meetings were neceſſary in the 7»ſarcy of 
this charity; but ſuch forms have been adopted, from the 
experience of the Committee, that, in its maturity, their 
meeting once a month is found to be fully ſufficient, 
7 The Society, ſoon after their eſtabliſhment, took an 
office, at No. 7, Craven ſireet, Strand, where the buſi- 
"neſs of the charity is now tranſacted. 


evenings, 
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evenings, begin conſtantly at five 
o'clock, and end at eight; when the 
accounts are to be adjuſted, and the 
books cloſed. 


V. Of the TREASURER. 


1, That he receive all benefactions, keep 
an account of all receipts and pay- 
ments, and adjuſt the ſame at the four 
general quarterly courts, or oftener, 
if required by the reſt of the gover- 
nors. 


2. He is to advance no monies on ac- 
count of the Charity, unleſs authoriſed 
thereto by writing, under the hand of 
three of the Committee, at the time of 
their Wedneſday evening meetings. 


VI. Of the SE Rx. 


He is to be preſent at all "tings of 
the Governors, to take ainutes; 
receive and prepare all petitions; 
make the neceſſary enquiries, and re- 
port to the Committee concerning 

them; 
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them; to draw up the accounts; and 
carry on the correſpondence and bu- 
fineſs of the Charity, under the direc- 
tion of the Committee, 


VII. Of GovRRN ORS in general, and their 
Qualification. 

1. That this Charity be ſupported by an- 
nual ſubſcriptions, or other voluntary 
benefactions- | 

2. That all annual ſubſcribers of or 
above the ſum of two guineas, are, and 
ſhall be eſteemed Governors, and of 
the Committee. i 

3. That if any annual ſubſeriber ſhall be 
more than two years in arrear, his 
power as a Governor ſhall ceaſe, until 
ſuch arrears are paid. 

4. That all benefactors of, or above 
the ſum of twenty guineas, now are, 
and ſhall be eſteemed perpetual Go- 


vernors. 
5 5. That 
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5. That the nomination of officers be in 
the Governors, and determined by 2 


majority. 


VIII. Of the OsJfcrs to be relieved. 


1. They ſhall be perſons actually impri- 
foned, whoſe reſpective debts, or the 
compoſition for whoſe debts, ſhall not 
exceed the ſum of TEN POUNDS. 


2. That women ſhall be equally intitled 
to the benefit of this charity as men. 


3: That fuch debtors ſhall have the pre- 
ference as are moſt aged or infirm; 
have the largeſt families unprovided 
for; are the moſt likely to be uſe. 
ful to the community, and appear to 
have loſt their liberty by unavoidable 
misfortunes; at leaſt, not by fraud, 
vice, or extravagance. 


4. That as to ſuch impriſoned debtors as 


have helpleſs families, who ſuffer by 
the faults of their principal, and are 


undeſervedly reduced to poverty, the 
D Committee 
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Committee ſhall be at liberty to give 
the family ſome aſſiſtance, in propor- 
tion to their diſtreſſes, and agreeable 
to the intention of the charity. 


5. That no perſon be delivered a ſecond 
time, unleſs it ſhall appear to the Com- 
mittee that their ſecond misfortune 
.cannot be imputed to their own fault. 


6, That an account be annually pub- 
liſhed of the number of perſons dil- 
charged and relieved, but their names 
not mentioned; together with an ac- 
count of the ſums paid for them, and 
of the priſons from whence they were 
reſpeClively diſcharged. 

7+ That at the time of diſcharge, a ſhort 
printed ExxorRTATION be given to 
evcry perſon releaſed. 


IX, Of PErrrioxs and PETITIONERS, 


That at their reſpective meetings, the 
Committee refer all the petitions then 
received to the Secretary, for his 

3 exami- 
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examination and enquiry, during the 
current month. That the report he 
ſhall make on them be conſidered at 
the next Committee meeting; and 
that they be proceeded on accordingly, 


in preference to any other applica- 
tions, 


D2. FORMS 


4 — 
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JO GE 


APPLICATION 7 this SOCIETY 
for RELIEF. 


HE Debtor receives gratis from the 
Gaoler a printed Petition, of which 


the following is a copy : 


To the Right Honourable the PRESIDENT, the 
Vict-PRESIDENTS, and other Members of 
the Society for Diſcharge: and Relief of Per- 
ſons impriſoned for Small Debts. 


The humble Petition of 
late of Street, in the 


Pariſh of 
in the County of 


SHEWETH, 


Tn AT your Petitioner—hath not received 


any relief from your Society heretofore ; That he 
18 
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is in the Lear of his 
Age: by profeſſion a 
® 7, 
and hath * — pol 
Number of 
Children, if 
any, under 


THAT he was committed to this Priſon of 4 lh. 


Day of and is now 


confined on the + fide of the 33 
ſaid Priſon, for a Debt of .. . d. Priſenwhers 
ſworn to by 1 — 8 ”" 


a . Plaintiff*s 
of Street, in the Pariſh of Nane, Pra- 
; Feſfion 


I Inſert 7 
for 2 4 7 
and he hath alſo proceeded by his Attorney, 1 


Mr. againſt your Petitioner, fe 1b Debt. 
by a Writ or Proceſs of the Court of 8 3 


zbbence the 
Mrit iſſuedz 
Bo, — the 
Declaration; 
THAT it may require . . d. — 
to pay for and alſo to os pate 
diſcharge the Priſon-Fees, to obtain your Pe- /+p+r/edad 


D 3 titioner's 
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. Nu, titioner's Liberty; who having no Effects or 
wan, and Power to diſcharge the ſame, moſt humbly 
—— prays to partake of your Bounty, in ſuch way 
1% the as to you may ſeem meet; and refers to * 


Names, Pro- of 


Sy and » 
Jaſons, 7 In the Pariſh of 
Abode i ARE 


Houſekcepers and 
20 are ate of 


d ; | 
28 Street, in the Pariſh of 


Priſone 
- 1 ”s | 
for a Character of his Sebriety, Integrity, and 
Induſiry. 


DIRECTIONS fo the PRISONERS, 


N. B. 1. Debtors who deſire to par- 
take of this Charity, muſt apply by 
printed PETITION ONLY; a Form of which, 
as above, may be had of the reſpective 
Keepers, GRATIS. 


2. No Petition will be attended to, 
unleſs filled up fully and exactly as di- 
rected in the Margin; thoſe Directions 


being ſo * that no difficulty can 
ariſe. 


of Perſons confined for Small Debts. 79 


ariſe, It is therefore defired that every 
Petitioner will fill up his or her own 
Petition. 

3. Thoſe who apply for their Liberty 
by Superſedeas, muſt petition ſo ſoon 
as they become ſuperſedable; and alſo 
ſend a Copy of their Cauſe or Cauſes, 
with the Keeper's Certificate, written on 
the Back of the Petition, or incloſed in it. 

4. All LETTERS, PETITIONS, &c. are 
to he forwarded tothe Letter-Box, No. 7, 
in Craven-Street, Strand, Poſt-paid. 

Au Attempt to impoſe on the Society 
in any Particular, will prevent the Petitioner's 
being relieved. 

Upon the propoſed Compoſition's being 
accepted by the Plaintiff, the Gaol Fees 
are immediately paid, and the Debtor ſet 
at Liberty, with ſome ſmall Donation; 
according to the Number and Diſtreſs of 
Family, &c. 

And in order to prevent impoſition by 
SWINDLERS, the Society have found it 


ſometimes neceſſary to apply to the 
D 4 Plaintiff 
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Plaintiff for his Teſtimony concerning 
the Debtor, by the following Letter. 
SOCIETY for the Diſcharge and Relief 
of Perſons impriſoned for SMALL 
DEeBrTs. 

CRrRAVEN-STREET, STRAND. 

The of 178 
a Priſoner at your ſuit in the 
Gaol of for a Debt ff . 3. d. 
hath petitioned this Society for their charitable 
offiftance ; who, being defirous of diſtributing 
the benevolence of the Public to every worthy 
object, (and to ſuch only) requeſt to be in- 
formed by you of the manner in zwhich the Debt 
was contrafted : Whether in the common and 
ordinary courſe of Buſineſs, or by ſpecious Pre- 
tences; and of ſuch other circumſtances as may 
enable the Society to judge of the Petitioner's 
true character, and of his qualification to par- 

tale of the public bounty from this Charity. 


Be pleaſed to write your Anſwer on the back of this 
Paper——and dire& it 


Jo be put into the Letter-Box, No. 7, Craven- 
Street, Strand. 
FORM 
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FORM of BEQUESTS of LEGACIES.* 


A. B. do give and bequeath unto 

The TREASURER of the SOCIETY 
for the DiscHARGE and RELIEF of Perſons 
impriſoned for Small Debts, known by the 
Name of the Thatched Houſe Society, in Cra- 
ven-Street, Strand, the Sum of 


to be paid out of my perſonal Eflate, and to 
be 


* We have been informed of ſeveral legacies for the 
relief of priſoners, which are not applied to the purpoſes 
for which they were bequeathed, It would be a matter 
worthy of enquiry, what other legacies are yet undiſ- 
covered, beſides the following, which have long lain dor- 
mant. 

iſt, The legacy of Mr. Henry Brown, late linen 
draper in the Borough of Southwark, of 5o/l. per ann. as 
may appear by the donor's will in Doctors Commons. 

2. The legacy of Mr. James Dodd, of zol. per az). 
to be paid out of a farm at Hartly-row, near Hertford- 
Bridge, in the county of Southampton ; ſome years paſt 
in the occupation of Mr. Cile, who lived on the ſaid 
farm, | 
3- The legacy of Arthur Child, of the county of 
Hertford, Eſq. of 24/. per ann, to be paid out of 2207. 

Ds per 
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be by him applied, (with the Conſent of 
the Governors thereof) for the ſole Uſes 
and Purpoſes of that benevolent Inſtitu- 


tion. 


N. B. Any Legacy ariſing from Lands, 
7s void by the Statute of Mortmain, 


per ann. lying in the pariſh of Stevenage, in the ſaid 
county. This legacy was left in the year 1669. 

4. The legacy of Mr. Samuel Weſt, citizen of Lon- 
don, of 16/. per ann. to be paid out of a ground-rent 
ariſing from ſeveral houſes in Coleman-ftreet, London. 

5. The legacy of Mr. John Hill, of Charlton, in the 
county of Kent, of 12/. per ann. to be paid out of an 
eſtate at Charlton aforeſaid ; ſome years paſt in the occu · 
pation of Sir William Longham. This legacy was left 
in the year 1654. 

6, The legacy of the family of the Luſhingtons, of 
210, 135. 4d. per ann. as appears by the denor's will 
in Doctors Commons. 

7. The legacy of Robert Henley, Eſq. of 10/. per ann. 
payable by the poſſeſſors of an eſtate lying near the 
church at Harrow on the Hill, in the county of Hert- 
ford; which eſtate is now, or was lately in the family of 
' the Waldos. 

The foregoing legacies amount to 153. 12s, 4d. per 
aun. and have not been paid to the poor priſoners for 
many years paſt. See a Pamphlet, intitled “ The ex- 


traordinary Caſe of William Penrice.“ 
THE 
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HE foregoing RuLEs and OxDeRs 

of the Society, and Forms for car- 
rying the benevolent deſigns of the pub. 
lic into effectual execution, have been 
honoured by the general approbation and 
encouragement of all ranks of people 
among us; inſomuch, that ſome of the 
public city companies, executors, and 
other truſtees for diſtributing annual ſums 
of money for the diſcharge of poor debt- 
ors, have made the Society their Almo. 
ners; under a full conviction “ that the 
Society, from the experience they have 
acquired, can diſcharge as many debtors 
for ONE hundred pounds, as hey them- 
{elves can diſcharge for TWO hundred 
pounds.”* The Society however are at 
all times ready and defirous to act ac- 
cording to the general directions of ſuch 


truſtees; and to render to them accurate 
Liſts 


See before, p. 31. 
D 6 
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Liſts and Accounts of the Debtors ſo dif. 
charged, and of the Monies ſo intruſted 
to their diſtribution, 

TIME, which effects the various vi- 
ciſſitudes of human life, has, of courſe, 
made ſome changes in the Socicty : But 
Humanity, Philanthropy, and Chriſti- 
anity, are ſtill the ſame : So that, though 
ſome of the NOBLE, the GREAT, and 
the GOOD, have been removed, others 
have kindly become the friends of the 
diſtreſſed Debtor in their ſtead, 


The preſent Officers of the Society are, 


The Rt. Hon. Ld. Romney, Preſident, 
The Rt. Hon, the Earl of 


RADNOR, 
The Rt. Hon. Ld. Viſc. ; 
BRAUcHAu 5 Fics 
4 | Preſidents, 


Hon. Paitie Pussy, 

Sir CHARLES MIDDLE» 
TON, Bart, 

Jamzs NE1LD, Eſq. Treaſurer, 

R. GRASSWELL, Secretary, 


The 
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The Buſineſs of the Society being now 
conducted on ſo regular a Plan, that the 
Committee have not thought it neceſſary 
to meet oftener than once a Month, 
thoſe Meetings are held at No. 7, CRA- 
VEN STREET, STRAND, the firſt Wedneſ- 
day of every Month, at Six o'Clock in 
the Evening; the Quarterly Court Meet- 
ings excepted, which are always held at 
Noon. 

The Committee are compoſed of all 
ſuch annual Benefactors as chooſe to at- 
tend: their Company therefore will at 
all times be eſteemed a kindneſs to the 
Society; more eſpecially, if any Gentle. 
man ſhould have any thing to propoſe, 
for rendering this Inſtiturion more ad- 
vantageous to the Public, or eſſentially 
conducive to its proſperity. 


o Perſons defirous of eſtabliſhing 
fimilar ſocieties in other parts of the 
kingdom, may have copies of the modes 


of buſineſs which the Society have 
adopted, 
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adopted, Gratis: and ſhould any defici- 
ercy or defect be found therein, the So- 
ciety will be very thankful for better in- 
formation and advice, and happy to pur- 


ſue it. 


AN 
EXHORTATION 
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DEBTOR RELEASED, 
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EXHORTATION, &c. 


Mr Fritny, 


APPY in a deliverance from the 
miſeries of a jail, through the 
goodneſs of Gon, and the charity of your 
fellow creatures, you cannot be inſenfible 
that it is your duty To BE THANKFUL, 
Your firſt, and moſt grateful thanks 
are due to God, your creator, redeemer 
and ſanctifier, whoſe good providence is 
over all his creatures: and in full proof 
of it, he hath not ſuffered you to languiſh 
in melancholy confinement ; but, regard- 
ing your diſtreſs with a fatherly eye, 


hath reſcued you from it, through means 
wholly 
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wholly unexpected and unmerited by 
you. 

Offer up, therefore, to this great and 
gracious Author of your deliverance, the 
earneſt and unfeigned thankſgivings of 
zur heart, Cry out with the Pſalmiſt, 
ce What ſhall I render unto the Lord, for all 
the benefits that he hath done unto me? I will 
offer unto him the ſacrifice of thankſgiving, 
ami will call upon the name of the Lord.“ 
Confider how eaſy to yourſelf is this 
tribute of praiſe and gratitude, while it 
is of all others the moſt acceptable to 
God, as being ſome proof of a fincere 
and honeſt heart. And at the ſame time 
recolle&, that a neglect of it will not 
only ſhew how ungrateful YOu are, but 
may juſtly deprive-you of future favours 
from God, It is therefore no leſs your 
Duty than your Intereſt, 70 be thankful. 

Gratitude to God is the well-ſpring and 
fountain-head, as it were, of every other 
virtue. They who excel in it can never 


Palm, exvi. 11, 15, b 
8 
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be deficient in gratitude to their earthly 
benefatiors. 

It is to them, under the Divine Provi- 
dence, that you owe all your preſent 
views of future happineſs. They, mo- 
ved by a generous commiſeration of your 
diſtreſſes, have diſcharged your Debts, 
have opened to you the priſon gates, and 
given you again that, which is of all things 
moſt defirable to human creatures the 
enjoyment of LiztrTY ! Perfectly diſin- 
tereſted as their Charity is towards you, 
you cannot fail to hold it in the higheſt 
eſtimation: you cannot fail ro offer up 
your fervent and conſtant prayers for the 
humane Imparters of it: and to ſhew 
yourſelf worthy of their pity and their 
bounty, by ſeriouſly reflecting on the 
proper means to improve the happineſs 
which they have communicated. 

To this end, after having offered up 
your earneſt Prayers and Thankſgtvings to 
Gop, and implored his bleſſing on your 


Benefafors, treat min to enlighten your 
mind, 


* 
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mind, while in ſerious thoughts you RE“ 
FLECT (with a determined purpoſe to 
act agreeable to thoſe reflections) on the 
CAUSES which deprived you of liberty, 
and lodged 'you within the mournful 
walls of a priſon. 

If thoſe cAuszs were evil, if Vice 
and Folly, Extravagance and Diſſipation 
wrought your overthrow, and involved 
you in thoſe debts which the humanity 
of the Society has ſo generouſly diſ- 
charged; remember, that the ſame Cauſes 
will always produce the ſame Efeds : 
and that if, abuſing the preſent providen- 
tial mercy, you indulge in and purſue 
your former vices, diſtreſſes more fatal 
than before will moſt certainly enſue, 
For that humanity which before relieved, 
will then be averted from you, and no 
more open her liberal hand to relieve.“ 


You 


* N. B. By the Rules and Orders of the Society, 
it is expreſsly enjoined, © That no Perſon be 
delivered a ſecond time, unleſs it ſhall appear to the 
Committee that their ſecond misfortune cannot be 
imputed to their own fault,” Rule VIII. No. 5, p. 74. 


92 Account of the Society for Relief 


You vill return to, and perhaps periſh 
in confinement, deſervedly unpitied; the 
miſeries of that ſtate horridly aggravated 
to you by the conſciouſneſs of your paſt 
folly, ingratitude and vice. Our Saviour's 
counſel, therefore, to the Paralytic whom 
he reſtored to health, may with great 
force and propriety be applied to you; 
«© Behold, thou art made whole : Sin no more, 
leſt a worſe thing come unto thece. — Be- 
hold thou art made free; delivered from 
Debt, from Priſon, and from Sorrow; — 
Sin no more; but ſeriouſly repent and re- 
form thy life; otherwiſe, the vices which 
wrought'thy paſt ſorrow, will plunge thee 
into ſorrows much more fatal and ſevere! 

But, if you are happy enough to be 
able to lay your hand upon your heart, 
and to appeal, in this ſolemn review of 
your actions, to the Searcher of all ſecrets, 
that no flagrant fins or vices of your's 


* John, v. ver. 14. 


9a 4 have 
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have been the immediate cauſe of your 
misfortunes ; but that they have ariſen 
from inprudences, perhaps, from ignorance 
and unſkilfulneſs; from a want of ex- 
perience, or the common and unforeſeen 
caſualties and occurrences of Life ;—In 
this caſe, though you may have much 
greater cauſe of ſelf- ſatisfaction than in 
the former, yet there will not be lefs 
need that you frame your future plan of 
conduct, as much as poſſible, on the 
principles of prudent care and deliberate 
circumſpection. Eſpecially, you muſt 
ſtudy to improve and grow wary from 
your paſt miſtakes and inadvertencies; 
and determine to act, under a conſtant 
ſenſe of God's immediate preſence and 
directing providence, with all caution, 
advice and conſideration : Ever willing 
to take and to hear counſel, and to uſe 
ſuch diſcretion in the management of 
yourſelf and your concerns, that, amidſt 
any of the changes and chances of life, 


you may at leaſt have the ſatisfaction to 
look 


> 
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look up to God, and appeal to Men, as 


having faithfully, honeſtly, induſtriouſly, 


and to the beſt of your abilities and un- 
derſtanding, done your utmoſt. 

For this purpoſe you muſt be parti- 
cularly careful of your future behaviour 
and conduct in life; ſettling it well in 


your mind, and endeavouring, not only 


to avoid all that Evil which was in any 
reſpect prejudicial, but to practiſe thoſe 
Virtues you have neglected, eſpecially 
the ſtricteſt SO BRI E T X, without 
which the others will be impracticable. 
We muſt not, however, omit to men— 
tion, and to recommend in an eſpecial 
manner, the exertion and conſtant ex- 
erciſe of another Virtue, which you 


peculiarly owe to the public, to your 


benefactors, and to yourſelf; and that 
is INDUSTRY : without which, as you 


will ſhew yourſelf utterly unworthy the 


mercy you have now received, fo will 
you entirely defeat the great end at which 
we aim; namely, „* The reſtoring in- 

duſtrious 
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duſtrious, and conſequently uſeful Mem- 
bers to the community.” To that com- 
munity you owe the utmoſt exertion of 
your induſtry, without which you will be 
a burthen to the ſtate and to yourſelf, 
Sloth will cloath you with rags* ; InDusTRY 
will bring you competence and ſuffici- 
ency, it not wealth, It will procure you 
the favour of God and of man; and is 
that alone which can thoroughly reſcue 
you from the difficulties of your paſt 
ſituation, and reinſtate you in full hap- 
pineſs and peace. Indeed, it 15 a moſt 
pleaſing reflection, that we ſeldom ſee 
a man truly induſtrious, and honeſtly buſy- 
ing himſelf in his proper occupation, 
but ſucceſs attends him ; or if not ſuc- 
ceſs, yet at leaſt the eſteem and aſſiſtance 
of his fellow- creatures. The hand of the 
diligent maketh rich4, but the flothful all 
come under tribute. The foul of the luggard 
deſireth and hath nothing : but the ſoul of the 


* Prov, xxiii. 21. F Ibid, x. 4. I Ibid. xii. 24. 
dili- 
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diligent ſhall be made fats. He that dili. 
gently ſeeketh good, procureth favour; and 
men will praiſe thee when thou-doeſt cell te 
thyſelf.” 

We heartily wiſh you may verify theſe 
remarks, and, admoniſhed by your late 
misfortunes, not only redeem the errors 
of the paſt, but by your honeſt induſtry 
for the time to come, obtain a bleſſing 
from the rich Providence of that God, 
who crowneth the induſtrious with a good 
reward, and enableth them to rejoice iu 
the labour of their hands. 

In this view, let us particularly impreſs 
it upon your mind, that as you owe all 
your hopes of increaſe, under God, to 
that Charity which hath thus given you 
Liberty, as the firſt of bleſſings ; ſo it is 
your immediate Duty, and will, we truſt, 
not only be your happineſs, but your 
fixed Purpoſe, to contribute what you 
Tan with juſtice and propriety, towards 


6 Prov, Tlii, 4. +Ibid, xi. 27. 3 Pſalm xlix. 18. 
* the 
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the aſſiſtance of the good work. Should 
the Providence of God ſucceed and proſ- 
per your well- meant endeavours in the 
paths of Induſtry and Virtue, how plea- 
ſing, how delightful muſt it be to your 
heart, to make a grateful return to your 
BenefaCtors —whoſe hands will be open 
to receive from you, the more largely to 
pour out Liberty and compare to your 
tellow-creatures, 

On this noble principle, then, remem- 
ber to be merciful after thy power, ſhould 
the God of goodneſs give thee power to get 
wealth. F thou haſt much, give plenteouſiy: 
if thou haſt little, do thy diligence gladly 10 
give of that little ; for with ſuch ſacrifices 
God is well pleaſed.® And indeed, if you 
conſider, it is not only natural, but juſt 
and reaſonable to expect this pleafing 
return, in acknowledgement for thoſe be- 
nefits of which you have partaken ; to 
which you owe in Gratitude and Juſ- 


* Tob. iv. 8. leb. ili. 16. ; 


8 tice 
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tice ſo much; and from which, if li. 
berally encouraged and promoted by 
feeling hearts, you ſhould reflect, that 
many other worthy, but unſucceſsful 
men in future, may, by God's bleſſing, 
reap as great comforts and advantages 
as you yourſelf have done. Be you there- 
fore merciful, even as God and men have 
been kind and merciful to you: Merciful 


to all; and particularly ſo, to ſuch as ſhall 


happen by any means to become your 
Debtors : ever remembering that ſtrong 
and emphatic application of the great Cre- 


ditor in the Goſpel, © Shouldeft not thou 
- alſo have compaſſion on thy fellow-ſervant, 


even as I had pity on thee 9*” 
But further remember, that all chari. 


table Gifts, as well as all moral Actions, 


ſhould have a nobler ſource, and aim at 
higher views, than this world and its 
tranſitory concerns, 

As you are admoniſhed to begin with, 


* Read the whole parable, Matt. chap, xiii. ver. 
23, &e. 
64 t ſo 
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ſo muſt you continually look up to God, 
not only as your great Deliverer, but as 
your perpetual Guardian, Benefactor and 
Friend; as your kind Preſerver, Pro- 
tector, and Father. To HIM, as the End, 
muſt you direct all your actions; Reli- 
gion muſt be the grand ſpring and mo- 
tive of all you do: For be well aſſured, 
that unleſs you ſquare your Conduct and 
direct your Life by God's unerring laws, 
you will neither proceed with regularity 
in the one, nor with ſucceſs and peace in 
the other. 
Reſolve, therefore, aboveall things, to 
form your future life upon a ſtrictly re- 
ligious plan. Make that Gos pEI which 
is fraught with the nobleſt conſolation to 
minds in every diſtreſs and every condi- 
tion, —your ſtudy, your delight, and your 
practice; and intreat your great Re- 
ö deemer, who came * 79 preach Deliverance 
to the Captives, that he would open your 
eyes both to /ce and know, as well as to 
fulfil his bleſſed Precepts, which afford 
E 2 at 
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at once perfect freedom to the mind, and 
pure felicity to the life, 

We wiſh you moſt ſeriouſly to reflec, 
that as the ſame motives of mere diſin- 
tereſted good-will, which incited us to 
diſcharge your Debts, and to deliver you 
from Priſon, do incite us likewiſe to dif- 
miſs you with this friendly Counſel ; ſo 
you cannot fail to receive and to fulfil it, 
if you would not draw down upon you 
the moſt odious character of Ingratitude, 
Ignorance, and Self-delufion. We have 
not, we cannot have any other end in 
thus adviſing you, than an earneſt wiſh for 
your future welfare; even 7hat it may be 
well with you, and with your Children for 
ever! We would extend that wiſh be- 
yond our temporal Relief, —beyond the 
preſent world. We would earneſtly de- 
fire that our humble endeavours for your 
worldly good, may, by God's grace, be 
effectual to produce your ſpiritual, your 
eternal welfare, | 


* Deuteronomy, chap. v. ver, 29. 
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To this end, we have exhorted you, 
To exerciſe a devout and amiable hank- 
fulneſs, Ng 
1. To God, your ſupreme BenefaQor: 

2. To your Fellow-creatures, whom he 
hath happily made the inſtruments of 
his mercy towards you. 

We have exhorted you 

—To ſerious Con/ideration on your paſt 
ſtate and conduct To thorough Repen- 
tance and entire Reformation, where that 
conduct was evil: To Prudence and wiſe 
Amendment, where it was wrong. 

To Diligence, Honeſiy, and Adlivity in 
your ſphere: 

—Toa grateful remembrance of this Cha» 
rity, if providentially ſucceſsful in your 


future induftrious efforts. And, above all, 


To a ſtrictly Religious - Life, formed 
upon that divine and ever-glorious Rule 
of Faith and Practice, delivered by Je- 
ſus Chriſt in the Goſpel, 

And thus, my Friend, we bid you af- 
fectionately farewell; ardently intreat- 

E 3 ing 
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ing the God of mercy to ſecond theſe our 
well-meant Inſtructions, and to carry 
them to your Heat: -A Heart, which 
ſurely can never forget the fatal loſs of 
Liberty, and that melancholy Priſon in 
which it was ſo /ately, and perhaps ſo 
long confined. Oh! remember, that miſer- 
able and bitter as it was, yet from thence 
there muſt have been redemption in time: 
Death would at laſt have ſet you free, 
if Benevolence had not. But recollect, 
there is a Priſon, from which nothing can 
deliver, if once we are conſigned over 
to its horrors IA Priſon © prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels,” but re- 
ſerved for thoſe who_in this life deſpiſe 
the mercies of their redeeming Lord, 
forfeit his favour, and ruſh into endleſs 
perdition. Let the miſeries of your 
earthly priſon be at leaſt as emblema- 
| tical inſtructors, to adviſe you of the 
infinitely worſe miſeries of that future 
Priſon : and, having now eſcaped the 
former, never forget, that by God's 

mercy 


n 
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mercy, through Chriſt Jeſus, who came 
into this our priſon to redeem us, you 
may eſcape the latter, if you are not want- 
ing to yourſelf. It you are—if you abuſe 
his grace, and this high inſtance of his 
providential care and mercy towards you, 
if you diſhonour his Goſpel, defy his 
Law, and act unworthy the name and 
character you bear, as a Chriſtian and a 
Man ;——thin«s, how you can dwell in an 
everlaſting Priſon-houſe, in everlaſting 
confinement and woe; © where the worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched; and 
from whence there ſhall be no redemp- 
tion,—no delivery,—no return ! 

Reſcued from an earthly, may you alſo 
be reſcued from an eternal Priſon ! May 
you be wiſe to improve every trial, and 
every mercy of your God ! May you be ſo 
wiſe as ſeriouſly to conſider theſe things! 
and ſo to live and act, as to obtain the 
bleſſings of the Almighty both here and 
hereafter ! > 

We here ſubjoin, and earneſtly re- 
commend to your ule, THE 


f 
pf 
4 
4 
1 

AF 


ol 
* 


104 Account of the Society for Relief 


THE 
DEBTOR's THANKSGIVING 


For Deliverance out of Priſon, 


(Txzacows and all-merciful Lord 
God ! who heareſt the cries of the poor 
deſtitute, and deſpiſeſt not the priſoners 
who art rich in compaſſion and love to 
all ſuch as call upon thee ; Accept, I be- 
ſeech thee, O Father! the adoration, 
thankſgiving, and praiſe, of a moſt grate- 
ful heart. I was in Priſon, O God! and 
thou didſt come unto me, in the pity and 
compaſſion of my fellow-creatures, the 
works of thy hands, and the miniſters of 
thy providential relief. Thou haſt heard 
me, when I cried unto thee in my trou- 
ble. Thou haſt ſaved me from my deep 
diſtreſs, when I was bound in the cords 
of affliction. Thou haſt raiſed me up 
friends to commiſerate and to help me. 
With joy and "—_— I ſee that the 
ſnare 


— 8 ͤ—— ——— 
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ſnare is broken, and I am delivered. 
Thou, Lord, haſt brought me out of pri- 
ſon; thy hand is viſible and well ſeen in 
my late deliverance ! and therefore my 
ſoul ſhall give thanks unto thy name, 
May I never overlook this thy good- 


neſs, O my God! Never ſuffer me to 


forget the vows and prayers which I 
made to thee in my diftreſs ; but let my 
whole future life be one acceptable ſa- 
crifice to thee, my great Deliverer ! and 
do thou make all my future conduct to 
ſhew forth thy praiſe. May my paſt mis- 
fortunes teach me prudence in my world- 
ly affairs, and convince me of the neceſ- 


ſity of care and diligence, of fidelity 


and honeſty in all my dealings; that ſo 
I may never, by any extravagance or 
wilful indiſcretion, bring myſelf or others 


into the ſame misfortune, leſt a worſe 
thing come upon me. 


May my late impriſonment and ex- 
treme affliction teach me pity, and inſpire 


my heart with tenderneſs towards all who 
E 
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are in priſon and afflicted; and particu- 
larly may thy bleſſings crown the endea- 
vours, and reward the zealous labours 
of thoſe, whom thou haſt made the 
means of deliverance, and the diſpenſers 
of my preſent comfort, 

If at any time I have abuſed the li- 
berty I formerly enjoyed, pardon me, 
I entreat thee, Thou God of Mercy ! 
and now, at length, enable me to be 
a good ſteward of my bodily freedom, 
and to improve thoſe happy opportu- 
nities, which are again, by thy mercy, 
put into my hands, As thou haſt en- 
larged my body, do thou alſo more than 
ever enlarge my ſpirit, in fervent pray- 
ers for thy divine grace and guidance : 
in conſtant thankſgiving for the great 
benefits I have ſo unexpectedly received, 
And grant that I may evermore proclaim 
thy unmerited goodneſs, not only by 
my lips, but in my life. That ſo, de- 
livered from the oppreſſion of man here, 


I may finally be delivered from the con- 
dem- 
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demnation of thy law hereafter; and for 
ever be redeemed at the great day of 
Judgment,—to the glory of thy holy 
Name, through the merits of thy Son 
Feſus Chriſt, my bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
viour. Amen. 


B. 


POETRY. 


DEBTOR RELIEVED; 


SKETCH OF A 


SACRED ODE, 


Set to Mus 1c by Mr. HO O K. 


RECITATIVX 


OH LET THE SORROWFUL SIGHING OF THE PRI» 
SONERS COME BEFORE THEE! 


9411. 


Sa where he lies 
Negletcted and forlorn f 
From his dear wife and tender infants torn, 
Feeding on bitter tears and deep-drawn fighs ; 
The Huſband, Father, and the Man. 


RECITATIVE. 


See where he lies; dejected, pale, and wan ! 
Immur'd within the doleful Priſon's Wall, 


Depriy'd of every Good Men valuable call. 
AIX. 
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$UN, that from thy golden height 
Scatter'ſt Glory and Delight; 
Beams, that laughing Nature bleſs 
With univerſal chearfulneſs ;— 


RECITATIVE. 


Ah, glorious Sun ! for him in vain you glow x 
Blank, blank the Proſpect all: 
Tis Drearineſs and Woe! 


) 1 * 


Spirit of celeſtial Birth, 
«© Mountain Nymph, Sweet LIBERTY“ 
Nobleſt Boon of Heaven to Earth, 
Oh how good to dwell with thee ; 
How deleCtable to rove 
O'er the Upland, through the Grove, 
Unreftrain'd in Bliſs with thee, 
% Mountain Nymph, Sweet LiBERTY !”” 
Strike, ſtrike the folemn Chord. And weep to view 
A free-born MAN—a BRITON too, 
Of Freedom take his deep-ton'd, ſad Adieu l 


"3 7% 


Thou, cruel CREDIToR, forbear,. 
Can'ſt thou have more than All? 
Enough, enough: — The Man in mercy ſpare ; 
Ah, why his Limbs enthrall ? | 
| From 


4 
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From his humble Home ſo dear, 
Oh, for Mercy, do not tear! 

See his Wife in Sorrow drown'd, 
View his Infants weeping round : 
From Induſtry his Hands reſtrain! 
Mercileſs what can'ſt thou gain? 


 .RECITATLTIVE 


Shame, and reproach of conſcience—for thy Part; 
While Hunger gnaws their Soul, and Anguiſh rend3 
their Heart ! 
” " os © 


But ſee—with melting Pity in her Eye, 
Man's genial Friend, bleſt CHARITY, 
Religion's eldeſt, Iovelieſt Child, 

Led by her Parent meek and mild, 

Their Anguiſh views 

And, as contemplating the mighty Woe, 

% Ah who,“ ſhe cries, © can Help refuſe 2 
Though Law it's Rigour will not bend, 
Nor ſtern Neceſſity relent 
In Pity to their Sufferings ſent, 

We will Mercy's Arm extend; 

We, my Sons, will belp beſtow.” 


RECITATIVE, 


Thus as ſhe ſpoke, a generous Glow 

Of her own Flame the did impart 

To many a noble, many a feeling Heart! 

They caught the Fire, and as it ſpread, 

The DEBTOR felt the Warmth, and rear'd his down; 


caſt Head, 
AIR; 
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A IR. 


Then © Welcome, thrice welcome I heard bis fall 


Voice, 
In Gratitude's deep Diapaſon rejoice : 
« Oh welcome, bleſt Freedom, to Mortals moſt dear, 
Lov'd Light of the Sun, balmy Sweetneſs of Air | 


RECITATIVE. 


Come my Wife, my Children, join, 
Raiſe the Song to Strains divine, 


SEMI-CHORUS, 


Glorious GOD, the firſt to THEE, 
We lift the heart, we bow the Knee, 


KECETTALTIVE 


For thou haft heard our Plaints, and sET Tat PEI- 
SONER FREE | 


Las? CHORUS. 


Sons of Mercy, Sons of Heaven, 
Next to THEM, our Thanks be given. 


Louder ftill exalt the Strain, | 
Theſe are Patriots, theſe are Men! 


Miniſtring Angels may they be, 
Where all are bleſt for all are FREE 1” 


II. EPE- 
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II. 
II. 0.0 


WRITTEN BY 


R. CUMBERLAND, Esq 


And ſpoken by Mr, HuLL and Mrs. Mar- 
rocks, at CovENT-GARDEN LHEATRE, 
after the JEALous WIFE, performed for 
the Uſe of the SocitTyY for the Dis- 
CHARGE of PERSONS IMPRISONED FOR 
SMALL DEBTS, on the 23d, Dec. 1773. 


The Curtain riſes, and diſcovers a Priſon z at ſome 
Diftance a Woman poorly habited, and in a diſcon- 
folate Attitude, Afrer landing for ſome Time motions 
leſs, in a Poſture of fixed Attention, ſbe ſpeaks. 


A * omann. 


* HOU loathſome dungeon, in whoſe dreary womb 
The pining Debtor finds a living tomb, 
Where, midſt the clank of chains and diſmal yells 
Of fhackled felons, my ſad huſband dwells ; 
From 
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From his dark cell, Oh give him to my view! 
Let him look forth, and take a laſt adieu. 


LAs he advances towards the Priſon, a Perſon is 
Gentleman Apparel accaſis her.] 


Man. 


Stay, child of ſorrow, thou, whoſe piercing groans 
Might move to p'ty e'en theſe ſenſeleſs ones ; 
Why doſt thou bend thy melancholy way 
To that drear dungeon? Child of ſorrow, ſtay. 


Woman. 


Why ſhould I ſtay, or my ſad griefs impart ? 
Can there be pity in a human heart ? 
Away, and let me die — 


Man. 


No; if 'tis there 
You ſcek ſome captive fi iend, renounce deſpair z 
For, tho? the iron hand of law has barr'd 
Thoſe ſurly doors which yon dread manſion guard, 
Know, there are found, on whoſe dilated breaſts. 
The heav'n-deſcended dove of pity refts ; 
Souls, that delight with foſt'ring ſmiles to cheer 
The broken heart, and dry affliction's tear ; 
Pluck the wan Debtor from his noiſome den, 
And launch him on the chearful walks of men, 


[od 
1 
, 


Woman, 


Tf ſuch there be, oh lead me to their ſight, 
And let me plead a wretched ſuff'rer's right. 


Can 
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Can there be truth, humanity, or ſenſe 

In laws, that make misfortune an offence? 
Torn from his famiſh'd babes, and frantic wife, 
A father, huſband, there muſt end his life! 
Scretch'd on his ſtraw the guiltleſs captive lies, 
While round his temples fickiy damps ariſe; 
That e'en the murdeter's ignominious fare 


Were welcome refuge from /i hopeleſs ſtate. 
Loſt are the hands, whoſe honeſt labour fed 
His helpleſs innocents with daily bread ; 
For day by day the buſy loom he ply'd, 
With ſoft Contentment ſinging by his fide; 
Till heaven flung out the ſignal vo deſtroy, 
| And dropt the curtain o'er this ſcene of joy. 
| Nine tedious weeks the languid patieat lay 
To dire diſeaſe an unreſiſting prey; 
The tenth ſucceeded—when, alas | behold 
i worſe tormentor, in a human mould, 
A griping creditor :—eſcape who can, 
When man's great foe aſſumes the ſhape of man 1 
Steel'd to their trade, and deaf to all our cries, 
Relentleſs ruftans ſeize their legal prize 
From my fond arms a dying huſband tear, 
And plunge their victim in a dungeon—=there, 


Man. 


Enough ! go ſpeak the healing words of peace 
To thy ſad mate, and bear him this releaſe. 
Tell him the Muſe, who, on theſe ſcenes attends, 
That balſam to his wounded ſpirit ſends ; 
And know this truth thyſelf ; *Tis not alone 
The preacher's pulpit, or the monarch's throne, 


Thu 


4 
| 
[ 
{| 
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That Charity frequents; but in this age 
She guides the Theatre, and treads the Stage : 
Lo ! ſhe is preſent, caſt your eyes around, 


And here, in each ſpectator's heart ſhe's found. 


Bi:d 
. 


To the Society for relieving PERSONS 
conſmed for SMALL DEBTS. 


I. 


40 LEST is the man,” ſo ſings the hallo w'd Bard, 
Who to the needy lends a willing ear: 

© Who views the peor with pitying eye, 

Nor proudly ſpurns the wretched when they cry + 
« Heaven will his pious care reward, 

« From ev'ry trouble ſet him clear,” 

Hail, CHARITY! thou heavenly gueſt; 

Come, fill our hearts with love divine, 
Beſt virtue of the human breaſt, 


Abave them all tranſcendent ſhine ! 
5 Point 
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Point out to us the pleaſing road 

Which leads to glory, and to Gop: 

Oh fill our ſouls with love ſincere, 

And from the Chriſtian eye extract the pious tear, 


II. 


See Indigence extend 
Her wither'd hand, and ſickly eye; 
Hope bids her ſeek a tender friend, 
To ſhield from ſad neceſſity. 
She bids her truſt Almighty power, 
To bleſs the future happy hour; 
And melt thoſe hearts his mighty fingers made 
To be by heavenly paſſions ſway'd. 


III. 


Induſtry, with careful hand, 

Diſpenſes bleſſings o'er the land; 

While Merit thro' the ſciences extends 

Her ſearching powers, for nobleſt ends: 

But, —ſad impriſonment detains, 

And binds them with inglorious chains! 
Nerveleſs thoſe hands, which others“ wants ſupply 1 

Induſtry fair would grant her future pow'r, 

To crown with bleſſings each laborious hour; 
he aſks, —what Freedom's ſons will ne'er deny, 

To make their varied commerce tell, 

Britons in arts as well as arms excell, 


IV. 
Soft Innocence imploring fangs 
With lovely looks, uplifted hands 
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Can BRITOxsõ turn a tearleſs eye, 
Or baniſh tender ſympathy? 
Refuſe to ſhield from future woe 
The hands from whence heir comforts flow ? 
Thꝰ induſtrious father,—and the faithful wife, 
The ſocial balm of human life 

His tendereſt refuge from the pangs of grief : 
Fill'd with affection, ſee, her ſtreaming eyes 
In filent forrow wooe the pitying ſkies ! 

From HEAVEN, and You, ſhe ſeeks relief. 


V. 


| Ye generous Fair / whoſe boſoms feel 
The keeneſt pangs for others? woe, 
Your ſoft ſenſations ſtrive not to conceal : 
And, while the cryſtal torrents flow, 
Indulge the heav*n-born ſympathy ; 
"Tis Virtue ſparkling in your eye! 
Tears of kumanity more grace the fair, 
Than diamonds glittering in their gloſſy hair. 


VI. 


Ye bright examples of the age, — 
Let ſoft Humanity your thoughts engage! _ 
Who love their Country and their God, 
Who would eſcape Affliction's rod; 
Who wiſh a laſting peace to gain, 
Immortal honour to obtain; ' 
Let them exert their utmoſt power, 
To ſhield Misfortune in her trying hour } 
| Let ſtreams of generous bounty flow; . 
7 From merit ward th' impending blow,: | 
g But 


— 


\ 
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Bid Induſtry uprear her languid head, 

Save Innocence from want and dread 

Reward the deer, the faithful wife, 

Chear the ſad mourner with returning life : 

Approving conſcience ſhall your praiſes ſing, 

And to your glowing hearts the trueſt comforts bring, 
* | 

Dec. 20, 1773 W. A. W. 
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L I "RE 


GENERAL and ANNUAL 


BENEFACTIONSY 


TO THESES 


G 


FOR 


RELIEF OF PERSONS 
IMPRISONED FOR SMALL DEBTS, ö 


From the InsTITUTION in FEBRUARY 1772, 


to the 31ſt of Maxck 1789. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Society have obſerved, that in ſeven- 

Years many Benefactors have adopted 
the /ame Signature, ſuch as AB, AC. AD. 
&c, &c. ſo that it is not poſſible for ſuch Be- 
nefactors to diſtinguiſh the Sums they ſe- 
verally paid; nor for the Society to know 
who paid thoſe Sums. 


It was therefore propoſed, and unanimouſly 


Reſolved, That all ſuch Sums as have been 
paid by wnknown Benefactors under initial 
Letters only, be printed under the title 


ANONYMOUS. 


Nevertheleſs, every Benefactor may have 
recourſe to the Society's Minute and Caſh 
Books, to ſee the Entry of each Benefaction, 
and the Day it was advertiſed in the public 


Papers. 
A LIST 


-v — 


L I 8 F 


O F 


GENERAL AND ANNUAL 
BENEFACTIONS 


From the IxsT ITV ro in FezxuarY 1772, 
to the 31ſt of Marcia 1789, 


t&F Thoſe marked with an “ are annual Bene- 
Fadlors, Governors, and of the Committee, 
Thoſe marked with ** are Governors for Life.— 

Thoſe marked (5s) have been Stewards, 
| | ©5-- ts 
NONYMOUS, including | 
all Sums under two Gui- 
neas, being paid from Perſons 
unknown, under various initial 
Letters; yet have been parti- 
cularly advertiſed, and remain 
in the Society's Books, with 
the Dates when they were re- 
ceived, = - 362 11 3 
| F 3 Anonymous, 


BENEFACTIONS, 
C. 5. d. 

Anonymous, including all Sums 
under Five Guineas, - 955 13 7 
Ditto, including all Sums from | 
Five Guineas to Ten Guineas 1760 19 9 


A, 


A Friend to Lord Beauchamp, 
(Vice Preſident ) by his Lordſhip, 
four BenefaQtions, = = iis © 
A Lady by Mr. Neild, - 85 8 
A Lady, by Treaſurer, =- 3 3 
A Lady unknown, by R. Robinſon, 5 © 
. = :- 20 10 
A Lady, by Hoare and CO. 10 © 
A Lady unknown, three Benefac- | 
— j- = = 5 
A Lady, a Well Wiſher, „ 
A Lady unknown, two Benefac- 
tions, by E. Smith, = 15 © 
Mr. William Atwick, ſen, - 6 6 © 
s, Mr. James Anſell, four Bene- 
factions, - x - „ 
* Mr. Akerman, per Secretary, 
eight Benefactions, —— 19 19 0 
* Paul Agutter, Eſq. eleven Be- 
o - -. Tz 
* Thomas 


SS ©: © ©. VG 


BENEFACTIONS. 


* 5 Thomas Adderley, Eſq. fifteen 
Benefactions, - 


Fg 


32 


E. Allin, Efq. nine Benefactions, 22 


A. B. by Mr. Nelme, - 

* A. Z. three Benefactions, by 
Mr. Nelme, - =< = 

| Ro ny” a 

Laurence Aſhbourne, = - 

A Nobleman, C. C. — - 


A Lady, by the Hon. Captain 


Walfingham, decea ſed, 
A Perſon unknown, by W. W. 


A Perſon in the Country, by J. V. 


A Wager concerning the fate of 
Mr. Wilkes's Election to the 
Mayoralty, intended to have 
been ſpent at a Tavern, 

A. T. by Meſſrs. Dorrien, = 

Hon. Mr. Juſtice Aſton, deceaſed, 

Mr. Stephen Aifley. WM 

Mr. Thomas Adam, — = 

Mr. Cain Adams, - — 

An Acknowledgement to an 
Officer of the Navy at Som 

Mrs. A——r, - * 


A Hackney Coach Fine, 1. 3 


F 4 


i 
2 


100 


RG 2 


2 
O 


1. © 
13 © 
8 
9 


O 


O 


BENEFACTIONS, 


4. . &. 
A Lady, by Meſſrs. Coutts, — 5 5 © 
A Lady, by Mr. Minchin, - $00 
Mrs. A* C-— Il, deceaſed, - 4 4 © 
A Lady unknown, by J. 7. 4 4 0 
A Lady unknown, 100 © © 
A Wager between J. P. and T. CG. © &@ © 
A. B. - „ 
A. by the Rev. Mr. L'Herondoll, 
deceaſed, - - 10 0 0 
A Collection by * in a F a- 
mily,. =» +.» 4 8 
A. B. by Meſſrs. Biddulph and Co, 
twenty-two Benefactions, 46 4 o 
Mrs. Elizabeth Aſhton, - £---0 0 
| Amed, put into the Letter Box, 8 3 © 
| Mr, Aſtley, a Benefit at his Am- 
| phitheatre, - - » 010 0 
| . vm 0:0 


Alderman, Deputy and Common 
Council of Farringdon Within 25 11 © 
A Lady, fixth Benefa&ion, - 50 0 © 

A Lady, by the Rev. Dr, Trotter, 
four Benefactions - - $3 ©-H 

1 A Lady, by the Rev. Anthony 
att, five Benefactions, — 18 18 © 
A Lady unknown, two Benefactions 25 © © 
A Lady 


— — —— —— Hans — — — 


BENEFACTIONS, 


a: A 

A Lady unknown, by Mr. Crane, 2 2 

Mr. Arnold, — — 8 
* Rev, John Acland, two Bene- 

factions, - - 6 6 

A. E. by Treafurer, - 21 © 

A. E. by Mr. Nelme, = 100 o 

A Clergyman, - - 8 4 

A Forfeit, — - 2 2 
Anonymous, ſeveral BenefaQors 

under this Signature, - 18 18 


A Heart bleſſed with Humanity, 8 58 
A young Lady unknown, - 50 © 
A Lady unknown, - 10 © 
A Lady, put into the Letter Box, 1 1 
* John Julius Angexſtein, Eſq. - 2 2 
A Lady in Derbyſhire, by Meſlrs. 

Wilkinſon of Cheſterfield, - 2 2 
A. B. S. for Relief of poor Debtors, 


per Biddulph and Co. - 10 0 


A Lady, for Chriſt's ſake, per 

Coutts. and Co. paid into 
Hoare's Banking Houſe, - 2 2 
* Edmund Antrobus, Eſq, - 21 © 
A Friend, by Dr. Lettfom, «< 11 
A Clergyman, - - 2 2 
A Gentleman from India, - 36 © 
. , 
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BENEFACTIONS 


4 
Sir Joſeph Andrews, Bart. 2 2 
2 


James Pettit Andrews, Eſq. = 

A London Tradeſman's one Year's 
Profit, by Meſſrs. Bland and Co, 383 

** The Truſtees of Biſhop An- 
drews's Charity, three Benefac- 
r — 440 


B. 


* Right Hon. Lord Beauchamp, 
Vice Preſident, fix Benefactions, 116 
* Earl of Buckinghamſhire, three 


Benefations, - - 66 
** Earl of Briſtol, - 2 
* Earl of Breadalbane, - 10 


* Right Hon. Lord Bulkley, 2 Be- 

nefactions, per Treaſurer, = 4 
** Francis Bonham, Eſq, = 100 
* Richard Beecher, Eſq. ſix Be- 


nefactions, — — 38 


Theodore H. Broadhead, Eſa. 


thirteen Benefactions, — 68 
* Nathaniel Braſſey, Eſg. 221 


* Mr, John Bradney, ſeven Bene- 
T = 


I 


O K 


BENEFACTIONS 


* Iſaac Hawkins Browne, Eſq, 
fourteen Benefactions, per Se- 
cretary, - — - * 

* William Bayntum, Eſq. - 

s Meflirs. Biddulph and Cocks, 
five Benefactions, - 

Lady F. I" per Meſffs 
Hoares, - a i 

W. B. — - ” 

* John Barnard, Eſq. four "TAN 
factions, - - 
John Boldero, Eſq. deceaſed, fix 
Benefactions, - — 

s John Buller, Eg. 

John Barber, Eſq. — = 

Mr. Samuel Briggs, ſix Benefac- 
tions, * — 

Hon. Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, de- 
ceaſed, five Benefactions, — 

Laurence Beauchamp, Eſq. = 

Sir Charles Bunbury, 8 

The Rev. F. Bacon, 

Mr. Barker, of * Rutland- 
ſhire, — — 

Miſs Boyle, by the Hon. FEEL 


Walfingham, diecea ſed, 5 
F 6 


BENEFACTIONS. 


** Mr. Bullock - - 
1 - - - 


John Bond, Eſq. deceaſed - 
Thomas Boddington, Eſq. - 
Mr. Burrell, - — 

Philip Broke, Eſq. - 
Rev. Nicholas Bacon, - 
Miſs Brown, deceaſed, - 


Mr. Henry Buſby, wel? of 

- Mr. John Bromley, 3 

Hon. Mrs. Boſcawen, four Bene- 

factions, — — 

Mr. Edward Bevan, — 

Mrs. Banniſter, per the Rev. Dr. 
Seally, - - 

** Henry Boſanquet, Eſa. = 

James Buller, Eſq. per Ranſom 


and Co. — 5 
Benjamin Barnett, Eſq. per Dor- 
rien and Co. a 4 


Mrs. Brewſter, Clapton, = 
Buckland Nutcomb Bluett, Eſq. 
Francis Baſſett, Eſq. three Bene- 


factions, m 6 
Rev. Thomas Bentham, two Be- 
nefactions, - — 


8 
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BENEFACTIONS. 


4 
Mr. Thomas Brewman, „ 
Hon. Charlotte Bouverie, two Be- 
nefactions, - - 3 
Rev. Mr. Baynes, of — 
Aſpall, — — 3 
Mr. Bowles, for the Marſhal- 
ſea, - - — 148 
John Berens, Eſq. - I. 
Mr. Barrow, by Mr. Gough, +» 2 
Mr. Bonus, by Hoare and Co. - 1 
Thomas Bridge, Eſq. by 78 
and Co. . 5 
** Edward Blakeney, Eſa. Exe- 
cutor to the late Sir Robert 
Rich, Bart, three Benefac- 
tions, — = 60 
Hon, Mrs. Bouverie, * Mr. * 
trobus - 2 


** Hugh Burgeſs, Eſa. 4s 
Treaſurer, three Benefac- 
tions, - 300 

** Joſeph Boultbee, Eſq. Bins 
ly, Warwickſhire, - 20 

John Thomas Batt, Eſq. per 
Hoares, — - 3 


N 


0 


3 


9 0 0 DD 


Q 


O 


Collections 


BENEFACTIONS. 


£e+ 


C. 


Collections at ſundry Chu: ches, Sc. viz, 


1572 Charlotte Street and Bed- 
ford Chapels, - = 81 
Charlotte Street Chapel, - 31 
1773 Saint Mary, Somerſet, - 8 
Queen Street Chapel, — 36 
1774 St. Saviour's and St, John's, 134. 
1775 The Rev. Mr, Herries's 
Meeting in the Old Jewry, 38 
St. Paul's, Covent Garden, 18 
St. Mary, Whitechapel, — 21 
Brompton Chapel, 28 
St. George's, Hanover Square, 82 
1776 St. George's, Southwark, 25 
Greenwich Church, „ 
St. James's, Piccadilly, — 38 
Hampſtead Church, - 72 
Richmond Ditto, - 102 
1777 St. Bride's, Fleet Street, - 19 
Hackney Church, — 63 
Taviſtock Chapel, — 31 
St. George's, Hanover Square, 39 


J. 


13 
10 


7 


Clapham Church, - 47 18 


Kingſton Ditto, — 25 10 
Edmonton 
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BENEFACTIONS. 


3 
1777 Edmonton Church, - 29 10 0 
Twickenham Ditto. 39 14 2 
Iſlington Ditto. 51 10 3 
St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter, 88 2 2 
1778 Kenfington Church, — 73 12 o 
Hammerſmith Ditto, -= 24 8 3 
Low Layton Ditto, - 22 18 6 
Tottenham Ditto, — . 
Newington Ditto, Surry, — 17 10 8 
St. Giles's in the Fields, - 14 5 7 
Northampton Chapel, - 56 12 5 
Charlotte Street Chapel, - 48 7 9 
1779 Salter's Hall Meeting - 47 1 o 
Chelſea Church, = 21 0 0 
Churchwardens of St. Mil- 

dred; Poultry, 8 
South Audley Chapel, — 88 4 6 
St. Andrews, Holborn, - 23 13 6 
Iſleworth, - - | =. $$ 10" 8 

St. Peter's, Cornhill, = 14 12 8 4 
St. Clement Danes, — 19 10 2 
1780 Lambeth Church, 56 © © 
1781 Putney Church, - 2612 nr 


St. Martin and St. Philip, 
Birmingham 88 8 © 
1782 Camberwell Church, 40 15. o 
Peterſha 


BENEFACTIONS, 


1782 Peterſham Church, 16 
1786 St. Bride's, Fleet Street, 5 


Richmond Church, - 53 
Kenſington Ditto, 27 
Mortlake, - - 31 

1787 St. Bennett Fink, Thread- 
needle Street, - 5 


St. Saviour's, Southwark, 22 

St. John's, Horſley Down, 16 

St. Mary, Lambeth, — 45 

Greenwich Church, 43 

Park Chapel, Chelſea, - 8 

St. Laurence Jury Church, 9 
The Moſt Rev. Dr. Cornwallis, 
Archbiſhop-of Canterbury, de- 

ceaſed, - I» up 

*# Lord Craven, — 20 

Mr. Conyers, five Benefactions, 10 
* Mr. Henry Carter, three Bene- 


factions, —— — 6 
Lady Francis Coningſby, two Be- 
nefactions, = 21 


* 5 George Coleman, Eſq. PR 
Benefactions = 35 15 © 

* Rev. John Craven, four Bene- 
faQtions, - — 0 

Mrs. 


7 


6 o 


Oo 0 


BEN EF ACTIONS. 


3 
Mrs. Cripps, at Bath, - 210 © 
Mr. Crawley, fix BenefaQtions, 12 12 0 
Mrs, Ann Cotteſworth, - 20 © 0 
* Mr. De Champ, - „ 
Lady Edward Clive, „„ 
Lady Clayton, F 
Mr. B. Conqueſt, Birmingham, S 2 © 


Mr. Rowland Conyers, three Be- 


nefactions, — - - 6G: 6: 
Mr. Noah Clye, nine Benefactions, 18 18 © 
John Crewe, Eſq. of Bolſeworth, 

Cheſhire, — See Legacies, - £8 
Francis Caſyl, Eſq. two Benefac- 

tions, - - - 44 © 
Char. San. - „ö ·ů̃ͤ· 
Rev. Dr. Cockayne, - „ 
** Mr. Sheriff Curtis, 10 10 0 


Clericus, per Biddulph, Cocks, 
and Co. — - „ 23S 
William Caldwell, Eſq. per _—_— 


Son and Co. - S.. 0 
Rev. Philip Cocks, two BenefaQtions, 1 £8 
C. C. - - - 50 © 0 
Clio, by Mr. Clark, three - 

factions, = — - 6 6 © 
John Campbell, Eſq - 8 


BENEFACTIONS. 


Mrs. Clutterbuck, at Bath, - 

Charles Cotton, Eg. 

Mrs, Cox, - — — 

Mrs. Mary Curtis, by 88 
and Co. 5 

Mrs. Elizabeth Cox, by mean 
and Coo. 

Mrs. Eleanor Code, — - 

Mrs. Charity, per Meſſrs. Hoares, 

From a Clergyman in Derbyſhire, 
by Meſſrs. Wilkinſons of Cheſ- 
terfield, - - 


Miſs Conyers, per Meflts. 1 


Charity, per Treaſurer, + = 


D. 


* His Grace the Duke of Devon- 
ſhire, - - - — 
Her Grace the Ducheſs of Devon- 
ſhire, — - a 
John Delme, Eſq. deceaſed, - 
John Darker, Eſq. _—_ eleven 


BenefaQtions, = - 
Deborah, (a Lady) four 8 
tions, — - — — 


14. 3. 4. 
10 10 © 
3 3. © 
= 5 
1 
= a. 
8 
1 
3 
1 
1 
10 10 © 
10 0 © 
30 16 © 
63. 0 © 
105 © o 


Lady D'Aeth, two BenefaQtions, = 4 4 © 
* Joſiah 


BENEFACTIONS. 


* Joſiah Dornford, Eſq. nine 
Benefactions, - - - 

* Hon. Baron Dimſdale, eleven 
Benefations, + - - 


Dean of Exeter, two Benefactions, 10 10 


Hon. D. E. — - - — 

Mrs. Abiah Derby, - - 

Charles Dickenſon, Eſq. - 

Mr. Conſtant Decharme, - 

* John Engliſh Dolben, * 
three Benefactions, — 

* Andrew Darrell, Eſq, per Fuller 
Son and Co. - - - 

James Davidſon, Eſq. = = 

* Mr. Thomas _— ten Bene» 
factions, — 

Mrs. Ann Dean, of Bath, four Be- 
factions, - - - - 


14 


6. <& 


18 18 © 


39 


2 


» » Ma 


D. D. by Mr. Nelme, - 200 


Mr. Benjamin Dorſet, deceaſed, = 
Peter Du Cane, Eſq. — = 
Mrs. Dawſon, - 5 * 
Sir William Deſſe, — 
Mr. Francis Davis, - - 
Mr. Richard Dixon, . 
— Dehaney, Eſq. — 
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BENEFACTIONS. 


L. 


Rev. Dr. Dukin, three Benefactions, 6 
Mr. Du Bellamy, * 
Sir Peter Dennis, deceaſed, 1 
Chriſtopher Dawſon, Eſq. 3 
5 
2 
2 


William Dawſon, Eſq. - 

Samuel Dobree, Eſq. " 

Peter Dobree, Eſq. Bs 

* Alexander Duncan, Eſq. two 
Benefactions, - + 


George Drummond, Eſq. "= 


ceaſed, two Benefactions, 10 


Magens Dorrien, Eſq, per Dor- 
rien and Co. — 5 


* Robert Dower, Eſq, per Secretary, 2 


'E. 


Hon. Edward James Eliot, — 2 
** E. I. Eſq. St. Thomas's, eight 


HhHenefactions, „ 
Lady Edmonſton, ten Benefac- 
tions, per Treaſurer, 21 


** Mr. Charles Ellis, of Almack's, 
Pall Mall, being part of Da- 
mages he recovered by a Suit at 
Law for Defamation, 
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BENEFACTIONS. 


Sidney Evelyn, M. L. of Upton 


WO. 


Grey, Hants, += — 6 
Mr. Joſeph Edwards, — 2 
Rev. Dr. E. two Benefactions, 4 4 

* fſohn Eyles, Eſq. four Benefactions, 8 8 
* Charles Eyre, Eſq. ten Bene- 

factions, - - 22:2 
Exchequer Jury, by one of thoſe 

Gentlemen, - - 17 2 
E. N. Bank Note, No. ES * 

Meſſrs. Hoares, - 10 © 
* Mr. Evans, per Meſſrs. 8 

two Benefactions, - - Kd 
John Elliott, Eſq. two Benefactions, 6 6 

Fo 
Right Hon, Lady Charlotte Finch, 

per Treaſurer, - - = 
* Lord Viſcount Folkeſtone, two 

Benefactions, - 10 10 
* William Fuller, Eſq. fourteen 

Benefations, - — 29 8 
* Mr. William Faden, thirteen 

BenefaQtions, - 27 6 
Lady Mary Fitzgerald, two tn 

factions, - „ 10 10 
F. R. S. deceaſed, _ — 52 10 


9 © 0 © 


BENEFACTIONS, 
> 
T. E. Freeman, Elq. - 8 
Thomas Fairfax, Eſq. of Tadcaſ- 
ter, three Benefactions, 7 2 
The Stewards of the Grand Feaſt 
of Free and Accepted Maſons, 
1773, being the Balance of the 
Treaſurer's Accounts, - = 4 
Hon. Mrs. F. - - - 20 
John Freeman, Eſq. per Treaſurer, 5 5 
** Thomas Edwards Freeman, 
Eſq. per Treaſurer, for the 
Gaols of Glouceſter, Worceſ- 
ter, and Warwick, - 300 © 
N. Fenwick, Eſq. per Goſling, re- 
ceived at Meſſrs. Hoares, - 10 o 
Walter Fletcher, Eſq, two Bene- 
factions, - - - 
John Forſter, Eſq. three Benefac- 
Rn - -. = © 15 15 
Raphael Franco, Eſq. deceaſed, = 3 3 
Mr. Charles Funter, deceaſed, — 4 4 
Mr. Charles Fourdrinier, — 4 4 
T3 
El 


© > 


' 
= 
O 
= 
© 


F. returned Part of the Money paid him 
Flory Aubrey, Eſq: 1 
A Fine from a Hackney Coachman, o 10 
Ditto. - „ 
Ditto, - 2 6 
3 


O 


0 9989000 0 0 0 


BENEFACTIONS, 
£4 
James Farrer, Eſq. per Hoares, 

ſecond Benefattion, - = 10 10 0 

Found in the Letter Box, - 24 2» 

Ditto, - - - - S-:.&. 
Ditto, — — - — ©. of 
Ditto, EN. - - 0 Oo OF 


G. 


The Right Hon. the Earl of Go- 
dolphin, deceaſed, by Mr. 
Hughes, — — - I00 0 0 ö 

* The Right Hon. the Earl of 
Guildford, nine Benefactions, 94 10 
** Sir John Griffin Griffin, Bart. 20 o 0 

**5 Sir Sampſon Gideon, Bart, 
three Benefactions, - 09-8: 

Lady Dowager Frances Galloway, 

| five Benefactions, 8 21 © 06 

ö Mr. Richard Graſſwell, five Bene- 

5 factions, — — — 10 10 
William Gardiner, Eſa. deceaſed, 84 o 

G. No. 68, per Treaſurer, — 1 

Mr. William Gordon, - ae 8 

G. O. for the Debtors in Newgate, 82 

H. D. Godding, accompanied by 
a Letter, put into the Box, - o 1 0 


© 


BENEFACTIONS. 


£ 
James Gladell, Eſq. = 3 
Mrs. Heſter Greville. 3 
Lady Griffin 2 
Robert Goſling, Eſq, - 2 
Grand Jury for the City and Li- 
berty of Weſtminſter, - 5 
Mr. Greville, - - — 3 
%% 28 
G. R. by Mr. Nelme, — 20 
Mr. Jonathan Goff, eight Bene- 
factions, - — — 8 
William Greenwood, Efſ TL. 4 
Mrs. Mary Goff, nine Benefactions, 7 
Mr. Goolding, = 3 
* G. W. Z. eight Benefactions, 
by Mr. Graſſwell, — 120 
G. W. a fine from a Chairman, I 
G. No. 48, per Treaſurer, 3 
Dowager Lady Galway, 8 
G. No. 54, - 1 
Mrs. Grignion, 1 
I. G. fourth Benefaction, per 
Treaſurer, - - — 20 
Richard Glover, E. 2 
Mr. Stephen Goddard... = 2 


© 2 


„ 


A © 


© © © © = i oe 0 0 O 0 


0 0 3900000 


BENEZFACTIONS 


| £6 + 
Mrs. Jane Gaſtrill, fifth Benefac- 


tion, per Treaſurer, - 20 0 0 


H. 


** The Right Hon. the Earl of 
Hertford, nine Benefactions, 190 0 @ 
*The Right Hon. the Earl of 


Hardwicke, 11x Benefactions, 80 10 0 
T he Right Hon, the Counteſs of 


Huntingdon, - - - 8 v 
* Sir Robert Hamilton, deceaſed, 

eleven Benefactions, - 22-2 © 
Lady Hamilton, ten Benefactions, 21 o o 
* Henry Hoare, Eſq. and Co. - 23 2 © 
** J. Zephaniah Holwell, Eq. 50 o o 


Richard Heighway, Eſq. eight 

Benefactions, - - 47 '$ © 
John Howard, Efq. deceaſed, - 21 0 © 
John Henderſon, Eſq. fix Bene- 


factions, — 12 12 0 
Mr. William Hill, deceaſed, ſeven 
Benefactions, - 14 14 © 
* Mr. Thomas Hull, ſeven be- 
nefactions, . - 14 14 0 
Mr. John Haines, twelve Be- 
nefactions, %% ͥͤã ꝝↄĩÄ́! © 


G Mrs. 


BENEFACTIONS. 


„ 
Mrs. Marianna Hayes, ſeven Be- 
nefactions, - - 8 8 o 
James Haughton, Eſq. - 10 10 © 
Henry Hawlay, Eſq. two Bene- 
factions, "nt; - 10 10 © 
Miſs Hockley, - - C4 -© 
Iſaac Hawkins, Eſq. nine Bene- 
factions, - - go o o 
H. M. - - - 20 0 0 
Dr. Hill, decea ſed, = M$ 
Mr. Lowen Hood, two Benefac- 
tions, - - — 0 
Rev. Mr. Hankey, 0 
Peter Hodgſon, Eſq. Sis 
Dr. Hawley, — — 10 10 o 
Rev. Mr. Holcombe, two Bene- 
factions, - 8 0 
Alexander Hume, Eſq. - 1 
William Higginſon, Eſq. four 
Benefactions, - - = 
Edmund Higginſon, Eſq. = 1 © 6 
Richard Holt, Eſq. deceaſed, = 5 5 0 
Mr. Higden, - 4 * ö 
Miſs Bet. Hatſell, ſix ns, 6 6 o | 
Mrs. Margaret Hayes, - 1 5 
Mr. 


BENEFACTIONS, 


; * 
Mr. Chriſtopher James Hayes, 
two Benefactions, - 4 4 0 
Captain Hooper, — * + #—v 
Mr. Thomas Heathcote, - © 8 
Miſs Heathcote, - 22 © 
Thomas Heyward, Eiq. two Be- 
nefactions, — - SY 
Mr. Hiorne, - J ͥ ᷣ 5 
Mr. Heyward of Wetherington, 1 
Mr. Holden, Birmingham, —_—_— 
* Rev, Lewis Hughes, ſeven Be- 
nefactions, and Stamp, - 14 14 2 
Dr. William Heberden, by Hoare 
and Co. - - 10 0 0 
Mr. Joſeph Hardcaſtle, - 10 10 0 
n Thomas Hammerſley, Eſq. 20 0 0 


** From Robert Hunter, Eſq. 
King's Arms Yard, Part of a 
Sum of Money remaining in his 
Hands, ariſing from Salvage of 
Goods on Boardthe Ships Roſe- 
mount and Catherine, taken 
and retaken laſt War, and 
which, although frequently ad- 
vertiſed, has never been claim- 
ed, - - - $0 12 © 
G 2 | Doctor 


A M1. * aw —_ — - — 


BENE F ACTIONS. 


Doctor Joſeph Hulme, of Halifax, 

by Mr. Antrobus, paid at Meſſ. 

Hoares, annual, 4 
Mrs. Hyde, five Benefactions, 14 
Hardcaſtle and Corſbie, Eſqrs. 10 
Mrs. Holder, per Treaſurer,— 4 
Maſter Hooper Holder, per ditto, 4 
Hoare and Co. by Mr. Willis, - 5 
Mrs. Hawkins, per Lieut, Colonel 


Trelawney, - bn 2 
I. 

I. B. by Mr. Nelme, — 100 
Mr. Jordan, WED 9 
Mrs. Jebb, * = 2 
Henry Johnſon, Eſq. - 2 
Mr. Joſeph Jukes, - 2 
Rev. Dr. lbbetſon, - — 2 
I. G. by Robert Child, Eſq. 20 
LS - - - 20 
I. D. from the Country, = 4 
Sir William Jones, - 5 
I. B. a Balance received of I. C. 4 
Henry Jacomb, Eſq. deceaſed, — 4 


William Ives, Eſq. by Fuller and 
Co. three Benefactions, RO 
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BENEFACTIONS. 
f £o „ a 


In Uſum Socictatis ab 1 © put into 

the Letter Box, Craven Street,  _ 
Henry Jacomb, Eſq. by Meſſts. 

Fullers, - — — - 2 
Rev. Dr. Jenner, two Benefactions, 2 
Toteph Johnſon, Eſq. by Dr. Hawes, 2 
i © — - 100 
Mr, Jacques, per l EG Co. 5 
I. H. an Old Country Clergyman, 5 
Mr. Joſeph James, jun. Letter Box, 5 
Houghton James, Eſq. per Ran- 

ſom and Co. J.;; 
Involuntary, from a Hackney Coach, © 5 o 


cm. OO Mm © 0» 3» Þ 


K. 

* Right Hon, Lord King, five 

Benefactions, — — 50 10 o 
* Right Hon. Lord Kinſborough, 10 0 0 
Richard Kenſall, Eq - 3 3 0 
Mr. Alexander Kilgour, deceaſed, 4 4 © 
Rev. John Knightly, - 2 2 o 
** Guſtav. Adolphus Kempen- 

felt, ſeven Benefactions, - 140 o 0 
Robert Kelham, Eſq. five Bene- 

— =: | + 7 0 OE 


G 3 Mrs.. 


BENEF ACTIONS. 


4 
Mrs. Kneller, Donhead Hall, * 
Mr. Graſſwell, — 1 
Wm. Kerr, Eſq. Edinburgh, Fl 
Dr. Lettſom, - — 3 
L. 
| | Legacies received, 
Lady Oſborne, - - 208 
Mr. Daniel Remy, - 100 
Mrs, Henrietta Maria Tomlinſon, 405 
John Cale, Eſq. . 
A Ja -| - - - - 50 
Mr. John Biſpham, — 50 
Mr. Robert Clee, - - 50 
Mrs. Mary Bourne, ” 100 
Lady Catharine Noel, - 10 


William Congreve, Elq. - 1000 

Mrs. Mary Wylde, by Francis 
Bowdler, Eſq. = 100 

Executors of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Cumyns, by the Rev. Doctor 
Markham, to be applied ſolely 


b 
JJ 2 OE. 


© 
O 


to the Gaol at Whitechapel, 100 o 


John Darker, Eſq. — 50 0 


0 

William Crewe, Eſq, annual, - 24 16 o 
O 

0 


Mrs, Cutts, by Mr. Scott, 37 o 


BENEFACTIONS, 
£4 


The Rev. Iſaac Cooper, Eye, Suffolk, 50 o © 
Executors of John Barnard, Eſq. 

by Thomas Hankey, Eſq. - 300 0 © 
Executrixes of L. D. Nelme, Eſq. 

late Secretary to this Society, - 10 o @ 
Executors of Thomas Tolfon, Eſq. 200 o 0 
Arrears due from an annual Le- 

gacy of the late William Crew, 

Eſq. by Mr, Foſs, - 50 © © 
Thomas Gardner, Eſq. late of 

Hampſtead—A Part of the Re- 

mainder of Effects left to twelve 

Charities; which, depending 

upon Contingencies, cannot 

yet be aſcertained, 


L continued. 

The Right Rev. Dr, Terrick, late 

Biſhop of London, three Bene- 
factions, - - 30 10 0 

The Right Rev. Dr, Lowth, 

Biſhop of London, deceaſed, two 
Benefactions, — — 20 10 0 
The Right Rev. Biſhop of Landaff, 5 5 © 

The Right Rev. Biſhop: of Lin- 
coln, - - - "8. 
G 4 Peter. 


BENEFACTIONS. 


| „ 
Peter Leheup, jun. Eſq. N 100 © 0 
Miſs Lockart, — - 22 2 
*s London Exchange Banking 
Company, St. James's Street, 
fourteen Benefactions, = be 22 © 
Stephen Luſhington, Eſq. 28 
Mr. James Lowe, - (1; 44 0 
The Old Club at Le Tellieurs; i in 
Half Moon Street, Piccadilly, 1 0: 
Lazzaroni Club, at the Thatched 
Houſe Tavern, by their Preſi- 
dent, T. G. Fothergill, Eſq. 37 16 o 
London Coffee Houſe, - 13 19 © 
J P 20.0, © 
Meſſrs. Lowry and Newton, - 9 9 o 
Baker John Littlehales, Eq, - 2 2 o 
Mr. Evan Law, per Treaſurer, - 3 3 © 
Hon. L. K. per Treaſurer, five 
m ͥ = 4.48! © 
L. W. Clericus, two Benefactions, 6 6 © 
Lady L. W, - 1 10 10 O 
Lady, H. W. — — — 10 10 0 
Lady, M. W. „ ˙˙aU A400 
Mr. James Lock, „ 
Arr. Alexander Lean, — 1 
Mrs. Leigh, four Bene factions, - 8 8 o 


— 
* 
— 
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BENEFACTIONS. 


F Ty 
Miſs Lewis, three Benefactions, - 6 6 
Lodge of Couſins, Fleet Street, - 5 9 
Mrs. Jane L. „ Is 15 
Mrs. Leheup, « =. i» 8 
Mr, Levy, - - - 5 5 
Miſs Liddle, by T. F. 5 © 
Londinenſis, — X Me 3 
Dr. Lettſom, 3 Benefactions, — 14 14 
een = =:  " WH08 

M. 


* Sir Charles Middleton, Bart. 
Vice Preſident, two Benefactions, 4 4 
* M. W. a Lady, by Lord Rom- 


ney, 2 100 © 
Sir Sydney Meadows, ſeven Bene- 

factions, - - - 350 O 
** Lord Maynard, — — 21 O 
*; Hon, Charles Marſham, thir- 

teen Benefactions, - 4:0 
James Martin, Eſq. - „ 
* Joſhua,. Mauger, Eſq. eight 

Benefactions, — — 16 16 
Henry Major, Eſq. deceaſed, four 

Benefactions, - — - 8 8 


J. Micklethwaite, Eſq. per Hoare, 10 0 
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BENEF ACTIONS. 


8 


* William Marriott, Eſq. fix Be- 


nefactions, - - 31 10 © 
* Dr. Marriott, five Benefactions, 11 11 © 
* John Moleſworth, Eſq. two Be- 
nefactions, WE Obs . 
Rev. Mr. Maſon, by Mr. Horsfield, 210 © 
Miſs M. F. by Mr. Gilbert, five 
Benefactions, — 0 © 
Hon. Mrs. Marſham, ſixteen * 
nefactions, = - 52 10 0 
Lady Milner, - - 2 3 © 
Sir Horatio Mann, Bart. 1 
Hon. Walter Moleſworth, 0 
Mr. William Miller, - 1 
James Mitchell, Eſq. two Bene- 
factions, „ *. - rt B 
James Mathias, Eg. 1 
Mrs. Mawhood, three Benefactions, 10 10 © 
Mr. Thomas Marſon, deceaſed, - 15 15 © 
William Mills, Eſq. - C2. 
William Mills, jun, Eſq. - 8 1 80 
Mrs. Mattocks, two Benefactions, 3 3 0 
Mr. John Marſon, - I 
Rev. Dr. Markham, deccaſed, in 
addition to the Collection at St, 
Mary, W hitechapel, - $440 
Dr. 


BENEFACTIONS 


Dr. Manningham, four Benefac- 
tions, - - — 

William Morland, Eſq. 

Lady Miller, per Treaſurer, 
eighteen Benefactions, — 


N. Mariſſall, Eſq. — 
John Mavor, Eſq. per Snaith, lefe 
at Fullers, - — 


Ditto, per Fuller, ſecond Beneſac- 
tion, — 

Robert Mangles, Eg. 1 14 "OPIN 
tions, per Treaſurer, - 

* Gilbert Mitchell, Eſq. two Be- 
nefactions, - - 

* Henry Euſtace McCulloh, Eſq. 

Mr. Matcham, per Fuller, - 

Mr. John Muſgrove, - 

M. S. a Jew Lady, - - 


Merchant Taylor's Company, 


Solomon Muſeris, Eſq. — 
* John Marratt, Eſq. five Bene- 
factions, — 


Arnold Mello, Eſq. by 83 
and Co. - Ws 5g 
T. Malkin, Eſq. by Fuller and 
Co, three Benefactions, - 

G 6 
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37 16 0 
20 0 0 
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BENEFACTIONS. 


The Mite for Chriſt's ſake, * 


The Widow's Mite for Chriſt's ſake, 1 


Mr, William Marwood, - 
* Frederick Mathew, Eſq. three 
BenefaQtions, - 5 
Nathaniel Middleton, Eſq. two 


BenefaCtions, - - 
J. Mavor, Efq. per Fuller, Son, 
_ and Co - * 
N, 


lis Grace the Duke of Northum- 
berland, deceaſed, four Benefac- 
tions, * * 4 

Her Grace the Ducheſs of Nor- 
thumberland, decea/ed, - 

Hon, Mr. Juſtice Nares, nine 
Benefactions, - 8 

Mr. Nodes, four Benefactions, — 

Mr. William Neild, deceaſed, four- 
teen Benefactions, — 

* James Neild, Eſq. Treaſurer, 
{ixteen Benefactions, — 
Mr. Nelme, deceaſed, late Secre- 

tary to this Society, twelve Be- 


nefactions, - - 


Lo . 4. 
2 2 
1 © 
K-42 
6 6 o 
$$ 
10 © 0 
101 © © 
70 o. 0 
12 
3120 
29 8 0 
33/12 a 


BENEFACTIONS. 


James Norman, Efq. - 
Robert Nettleton, Eſq. deceaſed, - 


Naſh, Edwards, and Petrie, 
Mr. Edward Neale, - 
Rev, William Nowell, two Bene- 
factions, - - - 
Mr. Francis Newbery, jun. 
—_—_— - 
Noah, Daniel, and Job, eight Be- 
nefaCtions, - 3 
N. E. P. M. - 


Noblemen and Gentlemen of the 
Sunday's Club at the Thatched 
Houſe Tavern, by Thomas 
Dundas, Eſq. - - 

Mr. Cornelius Neep, - 

John Newton, Eſq. - -= 


Noah, Job, and Cornelias, - 
No. 7, Mr. Willis, - - 
No. 23, by Mr. Willis, — 
No. 24, Ditto, - - - 
Nemo, at Biddulph and Co's, - 
No. 50, by Treaſurer, " I. 
No. 60, per Ditto, - — 
.. - - 


No. 66, per Treaſurer, = 
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BENEFACTIONS. 


4. J. 4. 
O. 
Rev. Dr. O. P. L. ſeven Bene- 

factions, - 14 14 © 
Maſter Oſborn, per the Rev. Dr. 

Seally, NT, - o 10 6 
O. A. L. S. 8. D. - as 4 © 
Mr. Ord, — 10 0 0 
Henry Overton, Eſq. three . 

factions, - „ 


* Hon. Philip Puſey, fifteen Be- 
nefactions, Vice Prefident, - 75 13 © 
The Right Reverend Lord Biſhop 


of Peterborough, - 1 
* John Parſon, Eſq. fix B. | 

factions, - - 12 12 © 
* James Preſton, Efq. fifteen Be- 

nefactions, — — 31 10 © 
Pantheon, by Meſſrs. n and 

Co. - — 50 © © 
Dandby Pickering, Eſa. deceaſed, = 8 8 0 
Mr. Charles Parker, - 3 
Oneſiphorus Paul, Eſq. - 989 0 
Mrs. Pariſh, five Benefactions, 6 6 0 


** Thomas 


BENEFACTIONS. 


C. 
** Thomas Plumer, Eſea.— 21 
The Provoſt of Eton, — 5 
W. Pearce, Eſq. deceaſed, — 12 
er, - - - 5 
P. C. Eſq. - * 
Perſons unknown, by the Rev. ]. 

Craven, RE = - 8 
Proprietors of Covent Garden 

Theatre, by a Benefit Play, - 102 13 
Granado Piggott, Eſq. - Ca 
Thomas Preſton, Eſq. deceaſed, - 6 6 
Hon. Mrs, Pulteney, fix Benefac- 


tions, - - - 30 10 
Proprietors of Blackſtone's Com- 

mentaries, - - 2 10 
Mrs. Pariſh, - - 7 7 
Joſeph Philips, Eſq. — 8 


Proprietors of Drury Lane, — 36 14 
Mr. Chriſtopher Pinchbeck, de- 
ceaſed, — « g 
Mr. Robert Parker, - ®= 3 
Mr. I homas Pitter, - 2 
Proprietors of Covent Garden 


Theatre, ſecond Benefit, - 81 11 
P * A. 2 25 * 0 


0000 0 


BENEFACTIONS, 


William Pooly, Eſq — 
Francis Paddy, Eſq. - 
Mr. Nathaniel Perkes, - 


* Thomas Pattle, Eſq. eight Be- 
nefactions, - = — 
** John Plumbtree, Eſq. by 
Treaſurer, four Benefactions, 
Mr. David Powell, by William 


Scullard, Eſq. two Benefactions, 4 


Richard Pottinger, Eſq. - 

J. Phipps, Eſq. for a fine received 
by him from a Hackney Coach- 
man, No. 492, — 

* Archibald Paxton, Eſq. per e. 
cretary, two Benefactions, = 

* William Paxton, Eſq. per Se- 
cretary, two BenefaQtions, . = 


* Mr. Poppleton, per Secretary, - 2 


John Prideaux, Eſq. returned part 


of the Money paid him, -— 
Part of a Legacy by a Lady, 9 
A Perſon unknown, by Miſs 

Conyers, per Hoares, 1 
A Philanthropiſt, by Mr. Dorn- 

ä 
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BENEFACTIONS. 


R. 
* The Right Hon. Lord Rom- 
ney, fifteen Benefactions, = 
Lord Romney, from a Lady un- 
known, - - - - 
*s The Right Hon. Earlof Rad- 
nor, Vice Preſident, fifteen Be- 
nefactions, — - - 


Sir Robert Rich, Bart, deceaſed, by 


Mr. Nelme, two Benefactions, 
Counteſs of Radnor, — — 
Mr. John Rice, deceaſed, = 
Mr. John Rawlinſon, deceaſed, ten 

Benefattions, = - 
Mrs. R. B. - - - 
Mr. Ruſpini, 8 OG 
Mr. Reinhold, = B a 
Thomas Raikes, Eſq. ſeven Bene- 

tations, - — ö 
R. M. ke ES 
Robert Manſby, Eſq. ſeven Bene- 

factions, - - - 
Dr. Thomas Randolph, - 
Miſs Margaret-Rennald, — 


Mr. Richard Richardſon, — 
Mr. Rivington, ſeven Benefac- 
tions, per Secretary, - 


O0 0 0 30 


BENEFACTIONS. 


£o ts 

4 Rural, — 8 yy 2 2 
| Mr. Reynell, two Benefactions, 4 4 
R. S. by Secretary, - 100 o 


* Mr. Edward Ruſſell, Maize 
Hill, by Fuller and Co. - 2 


2 


—— — 


8. 


The Right Hon. Earl of Ship- 
brook, late Vice Preſident, de- 


ceaſed, nine BenefaQions, by 


_ SD AIG an arar= we. 


Mr. Nelme, = - 2-8-8 
The Right Hon. Earl Stamford, 
eight Benefactions, — 105 © © 


8 | ** The Right Hon. Earl Stanhope, 21 o © 
xz The Right Hon. Lord Chief 
Baron Smythe, deceaſed, - 36 15 © 
Lady Smythe, - 13. 5 0 
The Right Hon, Lord Scarſdale, 10 0 0 
The Right Hon. Lord Sondes, - 10 10 o 
o 
0 


1 Lady Sondes, - 5 5 
| | | Lord Suffield, - 0 2 2 
| | Rev. Sir Martin Sykes, Bart. D. D. 


| | deceaſed, ſeventeen Benefactions, 190 o o 
| | * Charles Selwin, Eſq. - 3 3 0 
| | Dr. Smallbrook, deceaſed, »; q $4 
Mr. John Stevens, deceaſed, ſeven 
Benefactions, - — MM o | 
William 


BENEFACTIONS, 


William Strahan, Eſq, - 

* Mr. Charles Steuart, _ Be- 
nefactions, - 

Mr. John Smith, twelve W 
factions, — 

Mr. Robert Sanxay, Fs" - 

Society of Gentlemen, meeting at 
the George and Vulture Tavern, 
in Cornhill, by Mr. Rutt, += 

Sundry Gentlemen, by A. 8B. 

Simpſon, Eſq. by Mr. 
Sanxay, deceaſed, = = 

Mrs. Singleton, by the Treaſurer, 
twenty-five Benefactions, 

The Old Thurſday's Club, at St. 
Alban's Tavern, — 

John Speaker, Eſq. deceaſed, = 

Sundry Gentlemen from Ipſwich, 


by Mr. Nelme, - - 
Francis Schutz, Eſq. three Bene- 

factions, — — 
Mr. Daniel Sutton, - 
William Stukeley, Eſq. - 


Richard Salwey, Eſq. deceaſed, = 
Scavoir Vivre Club, — * 


Le 
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BENEFACTIONS, 


„ 
Mrs. Anna Snelling, thirteen Be- 
nefactions, per Treaſurer, - 27 6 © 
Mrs. Saltonſtall, per Meſlrs, 
Hoares, two Benefactions, «0. 8:0 
Miſs Saltonſtall, per ditto, two 
BenefaQtions, - — 8 0 
Mrs. Samford, per Ranſom and Co. 10 © © 
James Scawen, Eſq. deceaſed, - 5 5 © 
From Stapleton's, - > 
Mr. James Snowdon, - 8 8 © 
John Sunderland, Eſq. 28 23 0 
William Scullard, Eſq. eight 
Benefactions, - - 16 16 o 


Mrs. Says, four BenefaQtions, — 2 2 
Mr. Nat. Smith, by J. W. 3 2 
C +. 4 8 
F. Sitwill, Eſq. by Treaſurer, - 5 5 
** Iſaac Serra, Eſq. per ditto, - 21 0 
** William Strode, Eſq. and Lady, 

two Benefactions 71 O © 


* 


* The Right Hon. Earl Talbot, | 
five Benefactions 26 5 0 
* John Thornton, Eq. late Vice 
Preſident, 19 BenefaQtions, - 145 15 o 
| Samuel. 


BENE F ACTIONS. 


6 
Samuel Thornton, Eſq. ſeven Be- | 
nefactions, - 56 15 o 
* The Rev. George Tilſon, - 6 6 o | 
Mr. Theophilus Tutt, - 10 10 0 | 
* Robert Thompſon, Eſq. eigh- | 
teen Benefactions, - 0 | 


Benjamin Thomas, Eſq. deceaſed, 21 o © 
Mrs. Anna Maria Tracy, _ 


Benefactions, - 28 7 © 
William Townſend, os five Be- 

nefactions, — IO 10 0 
Two Gentlemen, — — 0 
Three Ladies and one Gentle- 

man, „„ © 
T. Cn, - «% EW 


T. P. Eſq. ſeven Benefactions, 
by Mr. Nelme, - * 
James Tamez, Eſq. of Moſcow, 


two Benefactions, — - AC © © 
| Arthur Tyton, Eſq. - „„ 
Hon. Mrs. Trevor, - 3 

Mr. Alderman Trecothick, de- 
_— 10 10 0 


Ten of the Exchequer Jurors, by 
M. D. 4 IEEE - 


BENEFACTIONS, 


Peter Terquhand, Eſq. part of a 
Fine from a Cuſtom-houſe Of- 


ficer, for an illegal Seizure, += 
Mr. Alexander Tate, - 
T. C. - - 
Robert Travis, Eſq. - 
Mr. John Turner, deceaſed, = 
Two Middleſex Juries, - 
Mrs. Turner, - - 
Hon, Mrs. Temple, three Bene- 
factions, — - 
1. - — 


** Sir Robert Taylor, deceaſed, 
late Vice Prefident, two Bene- 
factions, - - 

T. G. I. for I. Philips, Newgate, 
* Jamel Taylor, pg two Be- 
nefactions, - 

* Meſſrs. T heakſtone * Welch- 
man, two Benefactions, - 

* Lieut. Col. Trelawney, two 
Bene factions, 2 
Andrew Thompſon, Eſq. per Sir 

| Joſeph Andrews, Bart. - 
Rev. Sir Carer V yyyan, Bart. per 

Meſſrs. Hoares, - - 


£5: 
4 4 © 
" BY 0 
15 15 o 
TB 
4 4 © 
BY 
* 
21 © 0 
0 0 
8 2 0 
0 20 
0 © 
ES. 
10 10 o 
10 0 o 
0 


BENEFACTIONS. 


V. 
* Lord Vere, - - 
* Francis Vincent, Eſq. eight 


Benefactions, — - 
James Vere, Eſq. - - 
Robert Udney, Eſq. - 
Mr. James Unſworth, two Bene- 

factions, - - - 


Mr. Vaſſels, - 
Unknown, by Mr. Nelme, - 
Unknown, by T. G. - 
Votiva Tabula, 51. 5s. and for the 
Advertiſement in the London 
Evening Poſt, 5s. 6d, - 
Hon. Mrs. Vanſittart, two Bene- 
factions, per Treaſurer, - 
Unknown, by Meſſrs. Hoare and 
Co. - - 
Ditto, by Mr. Siſſon, - 


IO 
2 


Ditto, by Mr. Wilſon, per Hoares, 1 


Ditto, by Dr. Markham, — 
Ditto, by P. Perchard, — 


W. 
Edward Wheler, Eſq. deceaſed, late 


5 
3 


d, 


g& © &@&@ 


e 


Vice Preſident, ten * 59 17 © 
* Lord 


\ 
: 
: 


—— — 


22 3 4144«c " ey * 
0 Bae ͤ⁰— 47 —— * 


— 


BENE F ACTIONS. 


© 


* Lord Willoughby de Broke, 
fourteen Benefations, = 145 
Hon, H, Walpole, - *_ 20 
Sir Timothy Waldo, deceaſed, by 
Dorrien and Co. two Benefac- 
tions, — — — - 26 
* W. W. a Lady, by Mr, Nelme, 100 
*s W. W. Eſq. four Benefac- 
tions, by James Mathias, Eſq. 200 
* Hon. Mr. Juſtice Willes, - 5 
* C. Wyville, Eſq. Executor to 
Sir Marmaduke W yville, - 50 
* Samuel Watſon, Eſq. four Be- 


nefactions, — - - 42 
Mr. Henry Wright, deceaſed, fix 

Benefactions, — — 12 
* William Wilſon, Eſq. two Be- 

ne factions, 5 30 


W. B. Eſq. deceaſed, ſeven Bene- 
factions, by Mr. Nelme, — 240 
The Right Rev. the Biſhop of 


Wincheſter, deceaſed, - 10 
— Ä 0 
Mrs. Wheler, deceaſed, 5 


Lady Laura Waldegrave, -- af 
Mr, Iſaac Walker, by Mr. Mathias, 5 
3 | 


3. . : ö 


O 


15 | 
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Un 
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0 
0 
8 
o 
5 © 
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BENEF ACTIONS. 


1 
James Whitchurch, Eſq. * 
five Benefactions, 26 
William Watſon, Eſq. three Be- 
nefactions, - - 6 
Mr. William Watſon, per Sir 
William Wynne, - - 10 
William Wilberforce, Eſq. per 
the Hon. F. J. % - <- 82 
Rev. Sherlock Willi, - 5 
Mr. Thomas N agg: two 
Benefa&tions, = 3 
John Whiſton, Eſq. Sa +2 
Meſſeurs Waddington, of Not- 
3 TT IE LOS 
Martin Wright, Eſq. = - 5 
Mr. Wilford, deceaſed, - 3 
Mr. Role Walter, - - 10 
W. W. - - - - 43 
G. Wombwell, Eſq. deceaſed, = 7 
Mr. Emanuel Williams, - 4. 
Mr. James Willis, eight Benefac- 
tions, - - - - 16 
Weſtminſter Charity, by Sir 


Charles Whitworth, 5 = 50 
Mrs. White, = - 2 
Waac Walker, Efq. four 3 

— 0 

H 


uw + 
| Qa 


0000009 © 


16 © 


O © 
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BENEFACTIONS. 


Lo . 

W. H. two Benefactions, by the 
Treaſurer, — — 100 o 
Mr. George Wells, 5 4 Ai 
Mrs, Wrighten, three Benefactions, 6 6 
W.D. - V%⁵VÜ AT 
W. H. 30 0 


* George Woolff, Eſq. 9 Be- 
nefactions, — V 
Jaques Weſt, Eſq. by Dorrien and 
Co. — 1 
Benjamin Waddington, Eſq. two 
Benefactions = _— = 
* Tames Ward, Eſq. by Mr. 


Graſſwell, two BenefaQtions, - 4 
W. H. by ditto, = -  - oi 
Miſs W, (Miſs Wilkes) - 2 
W. H. EP RL. 100 
S, W. (Samuel Waring, Eſa.) ſix 

Benefaftions, - =- < 31 10 
J. W. (Joſeph Waring, Eſq) five 

Benefactions, — - - 20 10 

X. 
% 1100 6 
X. X. per Treaſurer, - 100 o 
KX. A. per er Biddulph and Co. 100 © 
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BENEFACTIONS. 
£&: > 
N. 
The Moſt Rev. Archbiſhop of 
York, two Benefactions, - 20 10 0 
Hon. Mr. York, two Benefactions, 20 10 © 
Hon, Dowager Lady Young, two 


Benefactions, — - - 40 © 0 
Rev. Dr. Young, Prebend of 
Weſtminſter, — — - A wo 


(E. T. Y.) Mrs. Yates, Upper 
Seymour Street, Portland 
Place, annual, - — - 040 


% Annual Benefactors may at any Time 


: recommend Objects. 


LIST OF HONORARY GOVERNORS. 


Right Rev. Biſhop of Peterborough, 

Right Rev. Biſhop of Worceſter. 

Right Rev. Beilby Lord Biſhop of London.. 
Rev. Dr. Glaſſe. 

Rev. Dr. Couſins, 


Rev. | 


= 
® <2 Ing „ 


LIST OF HONORARY GOVERNORS, 


Rev. Dr. Owen. 

Rev. Dr. Laughton. 
Rev. Dr. Burnaby, 
Rev. Dr. Seally. 

Rev. Dr, Colne Milne. 
Rev. Richard Harriſon, 


Rev. Weeden Butler, 


Rev. John Hunt, 
Rev. William Romaine. 

Rev. Field, 

Rev, Herbert Jones. 

Rev. John Wakefield. 

Rev. J. C. Hubbard. 

Rev. Mr. Peach. 

Rev. R. B. Riland. 

Rev. Baſil Wood. 

The Hon, Henry Hobart. 
Edward Darrell, Eſq. 

Thomas Stallard Penoyre, Eſq. 
Jarvis Holland, Eq. 

Mr. Sheriit Skinner, 

Mr. Sheriff "Turner, 

Mr. Sheriff Curtis. 
Mr. Champnes. 
Mr. Wood. 
Mr, Reinhold. 
Mr. Hook. 
Mr. Aftley. 


Go 
A ſummary View of the Money annually Expended by the SOCIETY for Relie 


No. of Debtors Expended 
4; diſcharged L. 0 a, 
1772 to 1774 -1722 for the Sum of 4622 17 1 
1775 996 — — ts Sos 
1776 673 — 1 3 
* 7! th 877 7 0 
1778 3 e 1764 © 11 
1779 811 — „ 
1789 628 —  —_— 1208 47 1 
1781 321 | — 828 15 9 
1782 JJV. 
| 178 3- = 547 — . 
RG 1794 535 996 2 3 
„ ee 463 994 9 1 
Carried up 8741 Carried up FL. 19,370 17 11 


At an Annual General Court held the 1ſt of April, 1789, this Account w. 


James Neild, Eſq. Treaſurer 
The Hon. Edward James Eliot 
Sir Joſeph Andrews, Bart. 

Rev. Weeden Butler 

Rev. John Hunt 

William Strode, Eſq. | 
Thomas Edwards Freeman, Eſq. | 


Joſiah Doraford, Eſq. | 
Henry Bolanquet, Eſq. | 
Thomas Adderly, Eſq. 
Frederick Mathew, Eſq. 
Mr. Thomas Dawes 
Mr. William Faden 
Mr. Charles Steuart 


John Engliſh Dolben, Eſq. 1 Mr. Samuel Welchman 


HE AveraAGE for the above-mentioned 10745 Debtors is 21. 5s. 34d. each; and the AvER ACE for the Debts of 
each Individual, is about 128. 1043. | 

+i+ Theſe Averaces include every incidental Expenditure attending the Management and Diſtributions of the Charity. 

It is probable, that the Public Benevolence has been diſpenſed to double the Number of real Objects, becauſe the Families of 
nany Creditors being themſelves in very neceſſitous Circumſtances, were alſo eſſentially benetited by the Comros1TioNn, which 
hey accepted inſtead of the Debts due to them. ys 

The Society never pay the WHoLE DEBT ; yet to prevent future litigation, the Creditors are required to give FULL DISCHARGES» 

From the great Namber of Debtors diſcharged, compared with the /mall Sms paid for each, it is manifeſt, that thoſe poor 

anufacturers Seamen, and Servants, who have been the peculiar Objects of the Society's Attention, are in the humbleſt Rank 
f Society; their Debts were too ſmall and too few to entitle them to the Benefits derived from any of the Acts hitherto calcu - 
ted to relieve Inſolvent Debtors ; the Society have therefore generally compounded their Debts, and paid their Fees, after a 
Vrit of Execution had iſſued. 

The Time of Impriſonment may be Months, or even YEARs, before ſuch Objects can have Relief from Inſolvent Acts of Par- 
ament ; it follows therefore, that ſo long a Confinement from their Families and Employments, would be attended with Conſe- 
uences, very fatal to thoſe Families, injurious to their Employers, and particularly burthenſome to their ſeveral Pariſhes ; 
vho,. whilſt the Huſband is in Priſon, muſt relieve and often maintain the unhappy Wife and Offspring. 
In /ome Priſons, the diſtreſſed Debtor is obliged to aſſociate with Felons, the Depravity of whoſe Morals, in every View, but 
vo frequently influences the Diſpoſitions of thoſe Debtors with whom they converſe ; and who, untill ſuch deſtructive faſcina- 
ning Connections, were not abandoned to Vice, though perhaps imprudent. 
To ſuch Debtors, the Society have ever ſhewn a fraternal Regard, by reſcuing them as ſoon as poſſible from an Impriſonment, 
infectious both to Body and Mind; thus preſerving their Families from becoming Vagabonds, or chargeable to the Pariſh, and 


eſtoring to Manufactures, to Agrigulture and Trade many laborious Hands; who, with regard to their Exertions in Society, 
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Perſons diſpoſed to contribute to the Support of this Charity, may ſee the Books of the Society's Tranſactions, and re 
ENEFACTIONS are received by Mr. Neild, Treaſurer, St. James's-Street ; Sir Robert Herries and Co. Ditto; 1 
\ Dorrien and Co, Finch-Lane, Cornhill; Meſſrs, Ranſom, Morland, and Hat 


Relief of Debtors, from the Inſtitution in 1772, to the 31ſt of March 1789. 


No. of Debtors Expended 
diſch+ged 0 ige 
Brought up 8741 for the Sum of 19,370 17 4 
1786 * 20:1 $19 2 
1787 343 — 749 9 10 
1788 710 — 1566 A4 25 
1789 612 — 1926 3 | 3x 


10745 
Who had 6676 Wives 
and 20317 Children. 


—— 


Perſons immediately 


ſ 5 
377381 benefited for RN wy 


int was examined, agreed to, and ſigned by the Members preſent. 
The Right Honourable Lon? Romney, Prefident. 


The Right Honourable Ear, Rapnos, 1 
The Right Honourable Lord ViscounT BEAUchAur, 
The Honourable Pn1r1e Pusey, Vice-Pręſidents. 


SIR CHARLES MippLETON, Bart. 
R. GRASSWELL, Secretary. 


are ultimately the Nerwes, the Strength and Riches of a Nation; inaſmuch as, their Labour efficiently, though almoſt imper- 
ceptibly, contributes to the Welfare ot every Individual in the ſuperior Orders of Life. 

Influenced by theſe clear Principles, founded not only upon ſound Policy and true Philanthropy, but above all, upon the be- 
nevolent Principles of genuine Chriſtianity, the SocttETY hope, by the Bounty of the Public, to be enabled to perſevere in re- 
lieving thoſe Debtors who may be found worthy, di/irefſed; and friendleſs : Men, whoſe Earnings, even when in Employment, 
can otten afford but a bare Subſiſtence; but who, unemployed, muſt either contract Debts, or fly with Deſpondency to illicit 
Means, as the only Reſource from ſtarving. 5 | 

It is a very material Wiſh of the Soc iE for DERTORS, to diffuſe the public Liberality as far as to extend to all the Country 
Gaols, where a Priſoner is frequently confined at a Diſtance of 18 or 20 Miles from his Place of Abode. The Creditor, for want 
of importunity, forgets him ; and the miſerable Being himſelf can receive no temporary Relief from his F amily or his Friends, 

To obtain Benefit from this Charity, each Petitioner is obliged to name two reputable Houſekeepers, as Vouchers for his 
Integrity, Sobricty, and Induſtry ; to whom the Society conſtantly refer their Inquiries, and by this Means, preclude almoſt 
the poſhbility of Impoſition. | 

No Debtor can be relieved a /econd Time, unleſs it be evidently made appear, that his Confinement ariſes not from his own Fault. 

It is a "4 Rule of the Society, never to pay more than a Compoſition for any Debts, wherein the Lawyer's Bills are ne- 
yer included. 

Plaintiffs muſt _— be Loſers by a Proſecution for Debt, though more or leſs ſo, according to their Circumſtances. This the 
Society ever take into Conſideration : and it is a principal Object of their Attention, to demonſtrate tothe lower Claſs of People the 
exceeding Folly of being ſo ſtimulated by their Paſſions, as to go to Law with Fellow Creatures, poor and miſerable as themſelves ! 
N. B. On the —— of each Debtor, a printed Exhortation is given, calculated for their Comfort and Direction in Life, 
as a laſt parting Teſtimony of the Society's ſincere Wiſh for their future Welfare. 
| * The Act of 1778, no Way impedes the uſual legal Proceſs for any ſmall Sums. 


„ and receive any further Information, by enquiring of the Secretary, at No. 7, Craven Street, Strand. 
Ditto; Meſſrs. Hoares, Fleet-Street ; Meſſrs. Fullers, Lembard-Street ; Mefirs, Biddulph and Co. Charing-Croſs ; Meſſrs. 
and Hammerſley, Pall-Mall ; and at No, 7, Craven - Street, Strand. | 


| 
[ 


